GENERAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES
March 4, 2021
11:45 a.m.

This public meeting was held using the Zoom on-line platform* as authorized by the Open Meetings Act,
the CDC directive (social distancing guidelines) and Illinois Governor Disaster Proclamation dated
February 5, 2021 (Restore Illinois Plan), and Executive Orders 2021-04 extending the Governor's prior
Executive Orders relating to the COVID-19 pandemic and his implementation of the "Restore Illinois"
Plan (COVID-19 E.O. No. 68, as amended).

Present

Chair Tyrrell*, Member Chen*, President Gallagher*, Village Manager Velkme, Director Baer,
Director Schramm, Attorney Jurusik* and Nicole Nutter* and Jim McDonough* of the Illinois
State Toll Highway Authority

Chair Tyrrell moved to open the committee meeting, seconded by Member Chen. The motion
passed on a roll call vote. Voting aye: Member Chen and Chair Tyrrell. The General
Government Committee meeting was called to order at 11 :46 a.m.
Agenda Items
1. Public Comment

There were no public comments.
2. Approval of Minutes

Chair Tyrrell moved, seconded by Committee Member Chen, to approve the minutes of
the meeting of February 4, 2021 as read. The motion passed on a roll call vote. Voting
aye: Chair Tyrrell and Member Chen. Voting nay: None.
3. Tollway Intergovernmental Agreement

Village Manager Velkme asked Attorney Jurusik to address this issue because he has
been working with the Tollway staff engineers and attorneys with regard to the
intergovernmental agreement. Attorney Jurusik explained the status of the
intergovernmental agreement which is being developed to address maintenance issues
related to the pedestrian bridge structure over 1-294 which will connect Spring Rock Park
in Western Springs to Veeck Park in Hinsdale. This is a four-part agreement as it
currently stands: The Tollway, The Villages of Western Springs and Hinsdale, and the
Western Springs Park District. The agreement relates to the relocation and the
construction of the bridge at a new location, further south. Attorney Jurusik said we
seeni to be all on the same page with most aspects or elements of the agreement. Where
we have run into some sticking points is an issue with maintenance of the bridge and
there was some back and forth on that matter. The Park District has said they do not
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want to be a financial contributor at any point or any element of the bridge.
Hinsdale and Western Springs, at their own cost, will be responsible for maintaining and
replacing their own respective access paths leading to the bridge. Hinsdale and Western
Springs will be responsible on an equal share basis (50%/50% regardless of where the
repair or maintenance work falls) for routine maintenance related to the bridge structure,
as required by the ISTHA per a bridge inspection program. The annual financial
contribution towards "routine maintenance" by each Village is limited to $20,000 per
year. The Illinois Statement Tollway Highway Authority (ISTHA) is 100% responsible
for the cost of structural maintenance or repairs or replacement of the bridge. Hinsdale
and Western Springs are not responsible for this work. The Western Springs Park
District refuses to be a financial contributor of the maintenance obligations.
Village Manager Velkme said the decision to proceed without the Park District
contributing toward maintenance is a policy decision for the Board. This is a project that
the Park District will benefit from greatly and she does not understand why they do not
want to take any responsibility for maintenance. Village President Gallagher will reach
out to the Western Springs Park District President Matt Krull regarding their decision not
to participate in maintenance contributions. The committee members want to be sure we
move forward so that the new bridge will be in place before the old bridge is removed.
The Tollway is looking for approval this month before going to award of bid of the
project this month. A delay in moving forward with this agreement would mean the
Village would be without a pedestrian bridge for three (3) years. Discussion with the
Park District will continue regardless. Nicole Nutter said the Tollway needs access from
the Western Springs Park District to construct the pedestrian bridge and that guarantee is
needed in a relatively short period of time. The Western Springs Park District Board is
meeting on March 9, 2021. After discussion, the committee agreed to recommend the
Board approve this agreement. The goal would be for the Board to consider approval of
the intergovernmental agreement on March 29,2021.
4. Schedule Next Committee Meeting

The next General Government Committee meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, April 6,
2021 ati 1:45 a.m.
5. Recess to Closed General Government Closed Meeting

With no further business to discuss, Chair Tyrrell moved, seconded by Member Chen, to
recess the committee meeting at 12:13 p.m. to a closed meeting of the General
Government Committee to discuss pending litigation (5 ILCS 120/2(c)(l 1).
Voting aye: Chair Tyrrell and Member Chen. Voting nay: None.
6. Reconvene

2

The committee reconvened at 12:34 p.m. after conducting a closed meeting to discuss
pending litigation (5 ILCS 120/2(c)(l 1). Chair Tyrrell and Member Chen were both in
attendance.

7. Settlement Agreement in the matter ofLincolnway Community Bank v. Commonwealth
Properties Company, LLC, Village of Western Springs, et al.. Case No. 18 CH14375

Chair Tyrrell said the only item remaining is to make public notice of the settlement
agreement. Attorney Jurusik said the settlement agreement in the matter of Lincolnway
Community Bank v. Commonwealth Properties Company, LLC, Village of Western
Springs, et al.. Case No. 18 CH14375 was discussed during the closed meeting of the
General Government Committee. His recommendation is to have the settlement

agreement presented to the Village Board at its special meeting on March 8, 2021 at 7:00
p.m. for final consideration and action. The settlement agreement is for a Cook County
Circuit Court case that relates to the resolution of certain claims that are part of that
litigation and others claim and disputes between Gurrie Rhoads and his development
companies and the Village of Western Springs.
Chair Tyrrell asked if there were any public comments. There were no public comments
by anyone on this matter at this time.
Chair Tyrrell moved, seconded by Member Chen, to recommend approval by the full
Board of this settlement agreement. Voting aye: Chair Tyrrell and Member Chen.
Voting nay: None. This matter will be forwarded to the full Board on March 8, 2021 for
consideration of approval. The Board will receive Attorney Jurusik's memorandum
which describes the agreement and his recommendation.
8. Adioum

Member Chen made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Chair Tyrrell. The motion passed
on a roll call vote. Voting aye: Chair Tyrrell and Member Chen. Voting nay: None.
The meeting was adjourned at 12:38 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

(^^^+kA^e
Deputy Clerk Elaine Haeske
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