MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE VILLAGE OF WESTERN SPRINGS
PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Monday, March 8, 2021

President Alice F. Gallagher, Presiding
Call to Order, 7:00 p.m.
James Horvath, Acting Village Clerk*
Others Present

Ingrid Velkme, Village Manager
Grace Turi, Director of Finance*
John Mastandona, Asst. Dir. of Finance*

Board Members Present
Nicole Chen*
Alan Fink*
James John*
Scott Lewis*

Mike Kelly, Deputy Dir. of Fire & EMS*
Ellen Baer, Director ofAdmin Svcs*
Brian Budds, Director of Law

Heidi Rudolph*
James Tyrrell*

Enforcement Service*

Casey Biernacki, Asst. Dir. ofMun Svcs*
Matt Supert, Director oflvlun Svcs*
Jim Tock, Director of Engineering*
Marty Scott, Director of CD*
Aleks Briedis, Director ofRec*
Pat Schramm, Director of Technology*
Elaine Haeske, Deputy Village Clerk*
Michael Jumsik, Village Attorney*

*Electronic Attendance - Authorized by The Open Meetings Act, the CDC directive (social
distancing guidelines) and Illinois Governor Disaster Proclamation dated February 5, 2021
(Restore Illinois Plan) and Executive Orders 2021-04 extending the Governor's prior Executive
,"
Orders relating to the COVID-19 pandemic and his implementation of the "Restore Illinois"
Plan (COVID-19 E.O. No. 68 as amended."
;;

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting opened at 7:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Roll call as noted above.
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PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
President Gallagher led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.
READING OF AGENDA - ADDITIONS - DELETIONS
There were none.

PUBLIC HEALTH UPDATE

President Gallagher provided an update to all. On March 6, the U.S. Senate passed a $1.9 trillion
COVID-19 Relief Bill. The bill now goes to the U.S. House on Tuesday for a vote before it is
sent to President Biden to sign into law. Key provisions of the bill include $1,400 relief checks
for middle- and lower-income Americans, $70 billion to increase vaccine distribution and
coronavirus testing, and an extension of unemployment insurance through most of the summer.
President Biden recently stated that the US expects to have enough coronavirus vaccines to
inoculate all adult Americans by the end of May.
On March 5, Governor Pritzker signed a new proclamation extending the statewide disaster

declaration and related executive orders through April 3, 2021. The entire state remains in Phase
4 of the Restore Illinois Plan. Our region's metrics used to determine the applicable phase of
the Governor's "Restore Illinois" plan continue to be positive and project future continuity and
progress toward the final phase, Phase 5. As a reminder, those metrics include COVID-19
admissions to the region's hospitals, the available surge capacity at the region's hospitals, and
the region's COVID-19 test positivity rate, all of which are well below the triggering point for
stricter mitigations for Region 10.
Statewide, seven-day test positivity from February 26 through March 4 is 2.8%. Region 10

seven-day test positivity for the same time period is 3.3%. Over the course of the pandemic,
there have been a total of 13,634 tests administered and 989 positive cases in Western Springs.
These numbers represent the most current data available on the IDPH website as of this
morning.

Illinois remains in Phase 1B of the state's vaccination distribution plan, which includes all
persons, age 65 and older, frontline essential workers and individuals age 16 to 64, who are not
otherwise eligible, that have comorbidities, underlying conditions or disabilities. Cook County
excluded individuals with underlying conditions from Phase IB. I hope with increased vaccine
supplies the County will reverse this policy decision.

As of today, the State of Illinois has administered more than 3,300,000 doses ofCOVID-19
vaccinations. I am pleased to report that, in response to the challenges many seniors face in
securing appointments, a COVID-19 vaccine clinic for Western Springs residents aged 65 and
older has been developed here in Western Springs. Special thanks to Senior Center Coordinator
Mic Cagney, Director Ellen Baer, Communications Manager Selmin Cicek, School District 101
administration, and especially Anne Martin Hill in that department, for undertaking this
ambitious task to bring the vaccine to our senior residents.
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Director Baer said eligible residents can send an email to the email address that is
vaccine@dl01.org and all the information about the event is on the Village website.
Today, Director Briedis was very helpful in rearranging things at the Recreation Center to
accommodate the clinic at that location. The vaccine clinic will be this Saturday, March
13, 2021, (first dose), and Saturday, April 3, 2021, (second dose) through a partnership
among the Western Springs Senior Center, School District 101, the Village of Western
Springs, and Jewel-Osco. We have plenty of room right now for Western Springs
seniors. Appointments for this clinic, and all vaccination clinics, are required.
They will then receive an online form that captures contact information, so a link to a
sign up for the clinic can be sent. Anyone without an email address can call the School
District 101 office at 708-246-3700 for assistance. If you leave a message, someone will
get back to you.
Senior citizens outside of Western Springs may also request an appointment, in hopes
that there are enough vaccine doses for all of those interested in receiving one.
In other vaccine news, a new mass vaccination site in Des Plaines opened on Friday. This site
administers the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, which is a one-dose vaccine proven effective in
preventing severe illness and death.
President Gallagher said that today, the CDC issued guidance for fully vaccinated individuals.
People are considered fully vaccinated 2 weeks after their final dose, whether it is a one- or twodose vaccine. If you are not fully vaccinated, you are NOT fully protected. Keep taking
all prevention steps until you are fully vaccinated.
Once you are fully vaccinated, the CDC advises:
You can gather indoors with fully vaccinated people without wearing a mask.
You can gather indoors with unvaccinated people from one other household (for
example, visiting with relatives who all live together) without masks.
If you've been around someone who has COVID-19, you do not need to stay away from
others or get tested unless you have symptoms.
For now, even for fully vaccinated people, the CD C still recommends:
Taking precautionary steps to protect yourself and others in many situations, like wearing
a mask, staying at least 6 feet apart from others, and avoiding crowds and poorly
ventilated spaces.
Avoiding medium or large-sized gatherings.
Delaying domestic and international travel.
Watching out for symptoms ofCOVID-19, especially if you've been around someone
who is sick. If you have symptoms ofCOVID-19, you should get tested and stay home
and away from others.
Following guidance at your workplace.
The CDC is still learning about different aspects of the vaccines' effectiveness. For instance, the
vaccines have proven effective at preventing COVID-19 disease, especially severe illness, and
death. But it is yet to be known just how effective the vaccines are against variants of the
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virus. The CDC is still learning how well COVID-19 vaccines keep people from spreading the
disease and how long COVID-19 vaccines can protect people.
Until more is known, the CDC advises that everyone — even people who've had their vaccines
— should continue taking basic prevention steps when recommended: socially distance, wash
hands, wear masks. In regard to mask-wearing, the CDC now recommends wearing two masks
- a disposable mask under a cloth mask - to improve fit & give you better protection from
COVID-19.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
Forest Hills resident Eric Peterson said he spoke a month or two ago about the sidewalk issue in
Forest Hills and he expressed his continued concern. The Village is doing a lot of feasibility
studies, but we really haven't decided are we going to do it or not do it. Mr. Peterson said his
bigger issue with this is that we are going to get to the end of the process and determine that
money was spent on feasibility and, therefore, that justifies us moving forward regardless. Mr.
Peterson said his concern is that it is not something that everybody wants. Everybody knew
what they had when they bought their house. There are processes in place for people to put in
sidewalks if they want them, the imposition of sidewalks on us by our neighbors, he finds very
overbearing and he thinks it just needs to be really thought through carefully. It has to be
something that is done at the Village-wide basis not just Forest Hills. Mr. Peterson said he
knows everyone wants this to be a small and segmented decision but the bottom line is that if he
has to put in a sidewalk and spend his money to put it in, then he wants to know that everyone in
the Village is having the same experience. Mr. Peterson said he thinks it has not been clear as to
why we need these sidewalks and why the people want sidewalks. He has heard many reasons,
but he hasn't really heard any justification for those reasons other than that people want them.
Now they are talking about taking out mature trees which will not be replaced. In his lifetime he
will not see the trees taken down out of his yard, he will not see them replaced and he thinks
trees are more important than sidewalks at this point.
President Gallagher said that we appreciate Mr. Peterson taking his time to call in with his
comments. Further, she said that we are in the initial stages of the process. We conducted the
feasibility study so that we would have an idea of the scope, the magnitude, how many trees
would be impacted, if we undertook such a project, and, of course, the cost. There are still many
issues that need to be ironed out before we move forward and one of those is making sure that
we hear from every resident who wants to speak to the Board. Rest assured this is not a done
deal and this is not something that we take lightly. We will move methodically and take
everyone's opinions into consideration.

CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS DUMNG THE WORKSHOP PORTION OF
THE VILLAGE BOARD SPECIAL MEETING

1) PROPERTIES AND RECREATION - TRUSTEE CHEN
A) 5001 Central -ROW and Sidewalk Relocation Request
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Trustee Chen reported that the Properties & Recreation Committee met on March
2, 2021. Trustee Chen then reported on a sidewalk relocation request from a
resident who recently purchased a property at 5001 Central Avenue. The new
property owner is looking to build a new home at the property. There is available
right-of-way to the north of 5001 Central Avenue that was purchased by the
previous owners in 2008, however, there is a cut-out sidewalk that goes to the side
of this house east, to the next street over, and it is kind of in the middle of the
property right now. They are requesting consideration by the Village Board to
modiiy the previous right-of-way sale ordinance and allow for the existing
sidewalk to be relocated north to the remaining Village right-of-way and the
public utility easement. The committee spent some time discussing this request
on last Tuesday.

Trustee Chen said she knows this property because it is right across from Forest
Hills School, which both her children attended, and she knows those sidewalk cut-

outs that go through Forest Hills heading east, running next to people's property,
that are heavily used by residents and children heading to school. Interestingly,
there was another property, to the east of this property, that was a new
construction and there is no sidewalk contiguous from where the sidewalk exists.
The committee discussed the request and do not feel that moving the sidewalk
would not have a big impact and might even provide a little bit safer of a
crossway for kids crossing to school because it is a little bit further away from
trees. This is a very congested street, especially during drop-off and pick-up at
school but all things considered, the committee recommend the Board grant this
request to relocate the sidewalk. The Board will take action on this matter on
March 29, 2021.

B) BLR 05310 - IDOT Agreement for Wolf Road Bike Path
Trustee Chen reviewed the need for the Village to submit the BLR 05310- Local
Agency Agreement for Public Participation for the Wolf Road Bike Path project
to IDOT. Execution of this form informs IDOT that the Village wishes to expend
federal funds (Surface Transportation Program) for the project and the form also
identifies the cost breakdown and local agency financing method for the local
match. The Village commits to payment of the local match for the project.
Approval of this form will be an action item at the March 29, 2021 meeting which
the committee recommends. Trustee Chen also advised that the Village is
currently working on the draft intergovernmental agreement with the Forest
Preserve which will hopefully be addressed in the April meeting cycle.
C) West Underpass - BNSF Project Timeline
Trustee Chen provided an update on this project. There is a lot going on with the
Tollway bridge and what not and the Village's underpass that we are looking to
constmct. Village staff has been waiting for BNSF who has to do some work
before the rest of the construction can get started and BNSF has been a little bit
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difficult to pin down. They gave us this 400-day window when they might
conduct the work and there is a chance that they may start in third quarter of 2021
but then they would have to stop in fourth quarter because of heavy traffic and
holiday traffic on the railway. We are hopeful that they can get started because
we need to keep showing continuous work on this project to remain qualified for
the funding that we have secured so hopefully BNSF will come through in that
time frame.

D) Capital Summary Report
Trustee Chen said the East Train Platform project is still not closed out yet as we
are still waiting on the payment of some invoices.

2) PUBLIC WORKS AND WATER - TRUSTEE FINK
A) Well No. 4 Emergency Repair - Final Invoices
Trustee Fink explained the need to vote later this evening on approval of the Well
No. 4 emergency repair invoices for the work completed in August 2020. We are
requesting to waive the competitive bidding process and approve the payment to
sole source provider, Water Well Solutions, of Oconomowoc, Wisconsin for the
invoices for work on Well No. 4 Pull and Reset and Byron Jackson Type M
400HP Motor Rebuild in the amount of One Hundred Seventeen Thousand Eight
Hundred Fifty ($117,850). This work was needed due to the power surge which
happened in August 2020. Village staff has submitted these expenses to the
ComEd claim department as well as to IRMA, the Village's insurance carrier, to
hopefully recoup this money. There is a need to approve the repair invoices this
evening.

Trustee Rudolph asked if the insurance coverage between ComEd and IRMA
would be for the full amount of the repairs. Director Supert said that the Village
is requesting, as part of the claim process with ComEd, a reimbursement of the
full amount. The claim review process with ComEd has taken a great deal of time
with conversation back and forth between Water Plant Supt. Duffy and ComEd.
IRMA is also involved in this process. Both claims (ComEd & IRMA) are
working through the review process. If ComEd does ultimately reject the claim
on their side, the claim will also be considered for reimbursement by IRMA.
Director Baer added that IRMA will work on the Village's behalf to get through
the ComEd process and to do everything they can to get ComEd to cover
whatever they can. Director Baer said that Director Supert and Supt. Duffy have
been very forthcoming with information and background and everything we need
so we as a Village have provided everything that can to IRMA at this point but it
is a little bit of waiting game to see what ComEd will cover and then IRMA will
have to work with us. In the meantime, the bill needs to be paid which is why this
is before the Board this evening for approval of final invoicing.
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B) High Service Pump No. 3 Contract Award
The high service pumps take water from the reverse osmosis plant and distribute
it to all of the homes in Western Springs. We have three (3) high service pumps
and two (2) of them were replaced in 2019 with the intent to replace the third one
in 2020. When pump number 4 failed, the replacement was moved to 2021. This
is a budgeted item. Bids for this work were opened on JVtarch 3, 2021 with three
(3) bidders submitting bids. Staff is recommending an award of bid to lowest
cost, qualified and responsible bidder, Independent Mechanical Industries, Inc. of
Elk Grove Village, Illinois at a total cost of Thirty-three Thousand Five Hundred
($33,500) Dollars. The award of bid will be on the March 29, 2021 omnibus vote
list for consideration of approval.
C) Well No. 3 High Resistance Grounding
Trustee Fink reported that last year we had a problem with Well No. 4 because it
was not grounded. To stop that from happening again, staff requested that the
Board approve installation of high resistance grounding on Well No. 3.
Newcastle Electric, Inc. ofltasca, Illinois, provided staff with a proposal and is
the firm that provides ongoing maintenance on the Village's wells. The proposal
to install high resistance grounding on Well No. 3 is at a total cost of Twenty
Thousand ($20,000) Dollars and approval will be added to the March 29, 2021
omnibus vote list for consideration by the Board.

D) LPRO No. 4 Feed Pump
Trustee Fink said that approximately two to three weeks ago, staff noticed that
water was leaking from one of the seals which is a sign that there might be a
failure of the seal. The water department asked Oinni Pump to come and provide
some expertise and clarity on our options for this vertical turbine pump. Since the
feed pump will need to be removed (including the 12-15' shaft) in order to replace
the mechanical seal, Omni Pump recommended an overhaul of the pump while it
is at the shop. Omni Pump has estimated that the cost of the overhaul will be
approximately Twenty-Two Thousand Five Hundred ($22,500). This pump takes
the semi-treated water from the Amiad filter and sends it to the reverse osmosis

plant. This is not a budgeted item as it was not anticipated. Staff has requested
that the Board move approve this work tonight, to take advantage of the low
demand period and prevent further problems with the pump. President Gallagher
noted that the motion on the agenda this evening says Twenty-Two Thousand
($22,000) Dollars. Trustee Fink said the cost is Twenty-Two Thousand Five
Hundred ($22,500) Dollars and that will be the amount before the Board for
approval. The motion will include a waiver of the competitive bidding process
since this is an award of contract to sole source provider, Omni-Pump Repairs,
Inc. of Franklin Park, II for the emergency overhaul of the LPRO No. 4 Feed
Pump.
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E) 2021 Rose/Grand Project - IEPA Loan Documents
The 2021 Rose and Grove Roadway and IEPA Water Main Improvements project
is in the Phase II design phase. As the project progresses through the IEPA'S loan
program, several additional documents will need to be executed by the Village
Board and President Gallagher over the next several months. Included in the
agenda packet are the Public Water Supply Loan Application and Tax
Compliance Certificate and Agreement. Staff recommended Board approval of
these documents which will be sent to the IEPA. After that, the Phase II design
can be finalized and submitted. Construction is tentatively scheduled for late
June/early July.

F) Draft Forest Hills Sidewalk Study
V3 Engineering completed a feasibility study for the Village. The Infrastructure
Commission reviewed the study and came up with further questions and
recommendations for V3. The study looked at the existing sidewalks within the
subdivision including the grading, drainage, possible utility conflicts and impact
on mature trees. They came up with a couple of different options. The tentative
cost for sidewalk installation all throughout Forest Hills is approximately $4.6
million and an alternative option of installing sidewalk on one side of the street is
approximately $1.8 million. Trustee Fink said the Board needs to review the
report and that it will be posted on the Village website so that the whole
community can see the report.
Trustee Rudolph said she reviewed the report and that she understands it looks
like the less expensive version is the one side of the street approach, a lot of that
was driven by the trees. When choosing the less expensive side and fewer trees,
what are we looking at in terms of numbers of trees in total, and do they vary in
size, and is there ever an opportunity to rout a sidewalk around a big tree. Trustee
Rudolph asked what the options are in this approach.
Director Supert said that this is a feasibility study and not a Phase I engineering
study so there was no layout of the sidewalk. Director Supert shared a sample of
a cross-section which would be a typical cross-section of what the sidewalk would
look like on a standard residential street. What the feasibility study looked at,
based on using a typical design, what would be the impacts that we would
potentially see. It is important to note that in this report, it does identify trees in
some of the further exhibits that would be removed but there are also trees that are

identified as being impacted. Being impacted doesn't mean that the tree will die
or that the tree has to be removed, it means that based on the tree canopy,
generally, where the edges of the drip line are for the branches, that is the extent
of the root system. So, if you have a sidewalk that goes underneath those
overhanging branches, that means some sort of impact to the roots would occur
due to some sort of excavation for new construction. That is what the impact
means in the scope of this report.
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Director Supert continued, stating that what we didn't look at, and this would
require more analysis, is the sidewalk within 2-3' of the tree, or is it 10' away.
Also, some of that further look would decide where could we potentially swing
the sidewalk. Part of that would actually be a Board policy decision, if that is
something that the Board would want to do in a residential neighborhood. The
vast majority of the sidewalks in the community that we do have installed do not
typically navigate through the right-of-way. They are set within one foot behind
the right-of-way line and basically make a straight shot through the vast majority
of subdivisions in town. There are specific one-off scenarios where there is a
very large elm tree or oak tree where we have navigated around but those are not
typically a comprehensively applied throughout the entire subdivision, those are
generally one-off scenarios. That is something we may want to look into.
Trustee Rudolph said there was a mention in the report of prioritizing the routes to
schools, being Forest Hills Schools and St. John of the Cross-Parish School.
Director Supert confirmed that is the case. The areas identified where we could
alternatively do sidewalk on one side of the street as opposed to both sides of the
streets, we tried to look at those options as where would we get the most impact.
There were multiple factors that we looked at as part of this report and one of
those factors was how much sidewalk exists currently. One can see that for some

of these areas on Grand Avenue, down by 53 Street, that it looks like we have
partial sidewalk on both sides of the street, so what would be the most costeffective to build one of those out. Discussion followed on areas with spotted
sidewalk. This would be part of the further discussion. The feasibility study
looked at this in a simplified example manner of where we could build out
sidewalk most effectively if we only had one shot on each side of the street. But
the study did include a goal of identifying where to locate sidewalk if we were
trying to optimize routes to schools. Discussion followed.
Director Supert noted that the study included in the Board packet included the
Infrastructure Commission's questions and the answers (dated March 4, 2021).
The Public Works and Water Committee met and determined that if the Board

doesn't have any major concerns or objections to what is in the report currently,
the report should be made available on the Village website for residents to review.
Public feedback is welcome and the actual forum for that is being determined.
Director Supert added that discussion is also part of the Village's larger
infrastructure discussions to determine where does this fit in relation to the other

infrastructure that we have to do within the Village as we start to plan all that out.
The costs that are broken out in the report do factor in a bit of an inflation cost.
The original proposal in the exhibits for the total all streets, if we were to build it
all in one year, for example, that cost estimate was approximately $3.6 - $3.7
million but as we had conversations with the Infrastmcture Commission and also

with the Public Works and Water Committee, we did feel it was unlikely that we
would be able to build out all the sidewalk in a single year, so we did ask for an
inflation factor to be built in, of a 5% increase over 5 years. That is what is
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calculated in for this $4.6 million. These cost estimates, as this point, are very
high level. A lot of this would be looked at a bit deeper because one of the tables
in the report identifies on a per street basis what the potential impact to trees
would be, grading challenges, driveway crossings, utility conflicts, etc. Those
would all need to be looked at in deeper detail to figure out what sort of cost
impacts those would actually mean. A driveway impact, for example, is based on
whenever a driveway is installed, the driveway is always at a slight slope or angle.
To meet ADA requirements, that sidewalk can't slope; it has to be even. That
means that the driveway apron on the end and the driveway apron on the other
side might have to be adjusted to meet that slope. Part of that conversation the
Board would need to have then is, how much is the Village willing to participate,
if at all, to improve the driveway on the private side to allow it to meet the
sidewalk. Those are some additional costs we have to factor especially with ADA
as you approach the intersection because that is where most of your crosswalks
are going to be. There are ramps and sloping that all occur at those areas. Those
are all things that would need to be addressed in a deeper study, but this feasibility
study identified, at a high level, what some of those impacts were likely to be in
each area.

Village Manager Velkme said she thinks that it is important for the Village Board
members to take a very hard look at this study and ask questions in the meantime.
We plan on posting the study on the website tomorrow or sometime this week and
then we will look at some other mechanics to communicate this to the residents of

Forest Hills and to the entire Village so there is a lot more to come on this issue.
President Gallagher said we need to look at this project not in isolation but as a
part of the larger whole infrastructure challenges. Probably another joint
committee meeting with Public Works and Finance to do just that would be in
order.

Trustee Rudolph thanked Director Supert, Village Manager Velkme and President
Gallagher for addressing some of those questions and for Director Supert's review
of some of the report. There is a lot there to digest and just showing what
Director Supert has done is helpful to her. Trustee Rudolph added that she thinks
it is a great idea to post the full report so that the residents can see it.
Trustee Chen asked if this report was posted as part of the Board agenda packet.
Village Manager Velkme said the report was not part of the Board agenda packet
because staff wanted the entire Village Board to see the report prior to releasing it
to the public. The report was excluded because it was in draft form.
Trustee Tyrrell asked when we would start working on the financing of a project
of this sort. Those conversations will have to happen over the next several
months according to Director Supert. That would depend on the Board's policy
approach to this project. Those decisions have not been made at this time.
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G) Capital Summary Report
The Ridgewood Oaks Homeowners Association is looking to again partner with
the Village on the detention basin project. They will be bringing more
information at our next meeting.
Diu-ing the week of March 15, live testing of Well No. 5 is anticipated to be
completed over a two to three-day period with the goal of being on-line in April.
Regarding the 2021 Roadway Improvements (Grand Avenue) Phase II
engineering is about 90% completed. Phase II engineering on Rose and Grove has
begun and is ongoing with completion in the spring. The MFT program Phase II
engineering is 95% completed. The construction letting schedule for the Central
Avenue project was originally going to be January 21, 2022 and has been moved
to September of 2021.
3) PLANNING AND ZONING - TRUSTEE JOHN
A) Dartmoor - Possible Planned Development Ordinance Amendment - Enclosed
Porches

Trustee John said the Planning and Zoning Committee will be meeting on
Thursday, March 11, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. A resident and Dartmoor Homes have
approached the Village seeking the flexibility in the rear yard setbacks for single
family homes. The ordinance that includes the zoning regulations for Timber
Trails only allows rear yard setbacks of 25 feet. The zoning relief does not allow
for elevated decks to be enclosed which is common to gain extra living space.
The proposed setback would be applied to all single-family homes but not
townhomes so if this request is positively received by the committee, it will
proceed to a public hearing before the Plan Commission, and then the Village
Board for final consideration.

B) Economic Development Commission (EDC) - Code Amendment to Add Irene
Combs, Advisory Member
This is another item of discussion at the upcoming Planning and Zoning
Committee meeting. Prior to the pandemic, President Gallagher and Director
Scott met with the WSBA Board of Directors to discussion various issues. One

suggestion from the meeting was to restart the practice of having a WSBA Board
member on the EDC to provide a connection between the Village and the business
community. At this time, we are recommending that a WSBA member be added
to the EDC as a non-voting member. Dr. Irene Combs-Truax, owner of 20/20
Eye Care and Eye Wear, has volunteered to serve as the advisory member. The
draft ordinance to amend the code will be presented to the committee and then the
Village Board.
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C) Zoning Map Update Ordinance

'\Vhile there have been a few zoning changes during the past few years, the
Village is required to approve a new map with a current date, seal and signature
by the Village President and Village Clerk. The committee will review the map at
this upcoming meeting and likely recommend it move forward for Board
approval.

4) PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY - TRUSTEE LEWIS
A) Police 2020 Annual Report
Trustee Lewis reported that the Public Health and Safety Committee met last
Thursday, March 4, 2021. Chief Budds provided information on the highlights of
the 2020 annual report. Chief Budds said it was quite a year. The department
faced overlapping challenges in 2020 that were simultaneous. The pandemic, first
and foremost, started early on in the year. It impacted how we conducted our
operations, it impacted the services that we had to suspend temporarily to our
residents, such as our crime prevention programs and all those things we look
forward to every year. Chief Budds was also concerned about the safety of our
officers throughout the year. Chief Budds had to put measures in place to keep
them safe and our residents, as well, when we encountered them. Looking at our
annual report, on page three, we have our core values that is essentially our
foundation for everything we do in our department and they are worth repeating
here: Professionalism, integrity, pride, service, and dedication. We strongly
believe in those principles here at the department but there is actually a sixth one
that really applies to what happened in 2020 for us and that is resiliency.
We were very resilient during the year. Chief Budds said he would be remiss if
he didn't mention the challenges brought forth from the Minneapolis incident
around Memorial Day. That changed the way policing is done and probably will
be long-term. We were
ready for it at our department and we didn't have any local problems. We
actually had some peaceful demonstrations around town, and we helped out and
made sure that everybody was safe while voicing their first amendment rights. So
again, it was a very unusual year but also it allowed us to have many growth
opportunities. A couple of milestones during the year that are worth noting are
the department's seventh re-accreditation and our meritorious award for our reaccreditation. Chief Budds said he could not think of a better time for us to be re-

accredited, right when everything was going on in June. He is very proud of his
staff, both the professional and sworn staff, and everybody's support that allowed
us to be accredited including all of you on the Board, all our commissions and
committees and staff. None of it is possible without everybody's support and we
thank you.

12

Chief Budds expressed his hope that the Board had an opportunity to look over
this report over the weekend. The annual report is available on the Village
website as well right now, in the same location as the department's surveys are
located and it will be up there all year. He encouraged everybody to take a look at
it. Chief Budds reiterated that he is in awe of the dedication of his incredible staff

for what they did and what we accomplished as a department this year. Chief
Budds gave a special shout-out to Susan Depner, his Administrative Services
Coordinator, for spearheading the annual report efforts to put this together, and
also his Records Department for putting together the Community and Traffic
Stops Surveys. The last thing that Chief Budds wanted to mention is a major
accomplishment for his department which is the launching of the department's
wellness and peer support team. It is something that Chief Budds had been
thinking about for a couple of years and 2020 was definitely an opportunity to
start that. That team consists of specially trained officers in Chief Budds
department who offer assistance and it compliments and augments our employee
assistance program. Establishment of this new group has been a team effort and
Chief Budds is really excited about building on our team from this year moving
forward. We are going to need it going into 2021. We are in a good position here
as a department to stand up to any challenges that come our way as a profession in
2021 being accredited and all the high standards that we set ourselves and meet
and exceed every year but it's certainly going to be a challenging year coming up.
In some ways the same as 2020 and in some new ways as well. Chief Budds said
that he is proud to lead the department going into this year and he knows that we
will all make the Board proud as a police department going into 2021. Chief
Budds thanked everyone for their support. Trustee Lewis thanked Chief Budds
for his report.
Trustee Chen said hats off on the annual report which is really excellently done
and highlights the survey results which were quite incredible. Great job to Chief
Budds and his staff all around. Trustee Chen pointed out the index of the crimes
on page 19 of the report. There was a large increase in one of the categories,
"Theft", and she wondered if Chief Budds could address that. Chief Budds said

he is happy to talk about it. In his transmittal letter he did identify and discuss
why those numbers are so high and that was for every departnient in the State of
Illinois and, actually, nationwide, all attributed to the IDES scams. We received
so many of those reports in 2020 and those go down as identity thefts, or thefts, so
it is all lumped into that one index crime that is reported to the State and the FBI.
That is almost 100% attributed to that increase, from the IDES scams, and we are

still getting those reports now. It does skew all of those index report of crimes,
which is unfortunate, because we do pride ourselves on an incredibly low crime
rate, but one solace is that every other department is in the same boat as us in
Illinois because of theft, that index skyrocketed across the board.
President Gallagher congratulated Chief Budds, Deputy Chief Albrecht and the
entire department on another year of exemplary service. She said it is so nice to
read all of these comments that come back in from people who you have stopped.
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Maybe they don't have the best mindset to begin with, so those compliments are
even more surprising and appreciated seeing the professionalism and the courtesy
with which your officers respond to traffic stops and any other stops are duly
noted and appreciated not only by the people you stop but, of course, by the
Board as well. President Gallagher stated Chief Budds was correct, 2020 was a
challenging year. She added that all of the department, to a person, just
responded as usual with good faith with the right intention, knowing that despite
all of the chatter that we received on a regional and even on a national level,
which sometimes trickles down to emails that the Board received, with really no
justification, you responded with grace and good nature. You took all those
things that could be approved upon to heart and knowing that there were things
that were just coming from an acknowledged national sentiment, which there was
reason for it, but not here in Western Springs. Your professionalism in working
with the groups in May and June that wanted to peacefully demonstrate on
Village property certainly diffused any kind of situation that might have tiu-ned
ugly otherwise, so we appreciate that.
President Gallagher added that she would be remiss if she didn't mention the
department's 7th Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies
(CALEA) accreditation since 2004. CALEA is a national credentialing authority
which recognizes the elite class of police departments that maintain best practices
and exemplary standards. When you have that level of professionalism and that
high standard, it's hard not to take it for granted, but we realize all the hard work
that goes behind getting that CALEA accreditation. This department is just one of
a small minority of police departments throughout Illinois that receive that
accreditation and on top of that, this year the department received "Accreditation
with Excellence" designation which puts the department in an even smaller
category. President Gallagher extended kudos not only to Chief Budds and the
leadership in his department but the men and women who serve the residents of
Western Springs. President Gallagher said that she personally couldn't be
prouder of our police department. She thanked them for their service.

B)

Police 2020 Community & Traffic Survey Summaries
Trustee Lewis said that as part of our police department's efforts to gauge its
performance, fifteen (15) surveys are mailed each month to Western Springs
residents who contacted the department. Of one hundred eighty (180) surveys
mailed in 2020, seventy (70) were returned representing a solid thirty-eight
(38.8%) response rate. The Board received a summary of the results with their
Board packets. This information will also be posted on the Village website,
Survey respondents were asked to rate the department employee with whom they
interacted in several categories. Included were courtesy, competence,
professional conduct, and knowledge. Overall, the vast majority of respondents
indicated overall positive interactions, nearly all selecting "Excellent or Good" in
each category. Another question asked respondents to rate police services and
"Neighborhood patrol" and "Visibility" was ranked most important followed by

Ci-
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"Preventing Crimes against a Person" and, third, "Crimes Against Property".
Perhaps most importantly, as we have seen in previous years, nearly all responses
pertaining to how residents feel about the overall performance of the department
remain in the "Excellent" or "Good" category. All in all, some very positive
results and another indication that the department is doing a great job.
The committee also reviewed the traffic stop survey and the police department
mailed out ninety-seven (97) surveys to people who received a traffic stop
warning ticket in 2020. The survey gave those individuals an opportunity to
express their opinion regarding their interaction with Western Springs officers. In
total, twenty-seven (27) surveys were returned and overall, the responses were
very positive. Twenty-six (26) of the twenty-seven (27) respondents indicated the
officer adequately explained the reason for the stop. All twenty-seven (27)
respondents indicated the officer was courteous and professional and all twentyseven (27) responses indicated that they were treated in a fair and professional
manner. Trustee Lewis congratulated Chief Budds and the department and said it
is great to hear such positive feedback on the officers' performance over the past
year.

Chief Budds added that this information is available right now on the Village
website on the Police Department homepage. He encouraged all residents to take
a look at the information. It's quite a bit of detail and it really demonstrates the
quality of service that his fine staff is able to provide day in and day out here.

C) Surplus Equipment Disposal Request - Miscellaneous Police Equipment
The committee also reviewed a request from Chief Budds to dispose of some
equipment which is no longer of use to the department. The committee
recommended the Board approve this surplus equipment disposal request. An
ordinance providing for disposal will be on the March 29, 2021 omnibus vote list
for consideration of approval.

5) FINANCE - TRUSTEE RUDOLPH
A) Reminder to Purchase Vehicle Stickers

Trustee Rudolph reminded everyone about purchasing vehicle stickers; it is that
time of year. Assistant Finance Director Mastandona said that the renewal notices
will be mailed out the week of March 15 and new vehicle stickers must be

purchased by April 30, 2021. After April 30, a late fee will be applied to the
amount due. Director Turi added that in order to keep everyone safe, we would
appreciate, to protect staff and the residents, if residents would use the mail and
on-line services to purchase stickers. We did that last year with great success and
we hope to do the same again this year.

6) GENERAL GOVERNMENT - TRUSTEE TYRRELL
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A) Tollway Intergovernmental Agreement
Trustee Tyrrell reported that the General Government Committee met on March
4, 2021 and reviewed a draft intergovernmental agreement between the Illinois
State Tollway Authority (ISTHA), the Village ofHinsdale, the Western Springs
Park District and the Village of Western Springs regarding the pedestrian bridge
which we are going to have linking the two parks. The intergovernmental
agreement provides that the Tollway is one hundred (100%) responsible for the
cost of structural maintenance or repairs or replacement of the bridge which will
have an estimated life of 75 years. Neither Hinsdale nor Western Springs are
responsible for any structural work. On the other hand, both Hinsdale and
Western Springs are responsible for the maintaining and replacing of the access
paths from the parks to the bridge. The paths will be in the park in Hinsdale and
the park in Western Springs and will join up at the bridge. The Tollway will build
those access paths, but we will be responsible for maintaining those after they are
built.

Hinsdale and Western Springs are also responsible on a fifty-fifty basis for the
maintenance or repair of routine maintenance of the bridge structure such as
painting, potholes, any sort of defect to the slats caused by weather. These
problems will come up because the Tollway does inspect this bridge regularly
through the bridge inspection program. If they find a defect that is not structural,
like a pothole, or something needs to be repaired, we will be responsible for that
along with Hinsdale. There is, however, an annual contribution deductible, so to
speak, for the maintenance, and that is limited to Twenty Thousand ($20,000)
Dollars per year. The Tollway representatives told the committee, however, that
they do not anticipate significant routine maintenance, although the bridge may
need to be repainted two to three times over its 75-year life expectancy. Hinsdale
and Western Springs are responsible for repairs of these small defects on a fiftyfifty basis, no matter where on the bridge the defect is located. In the unlikely
event that there is One Hundred Thousand ($100,000) Dollars of "routine
maintenance" in a year, the Villages will pay Forty Thousand ($40,000) Dollars
and the ISTHA will pay Sixty Thousand ($60,000).

Trustee Tyrrell explained that the Park District is going to be part of this
intergovernmental agreement, at this point. They will not be making any financial
contribution to the routine maintenance costs. It is going to be on us and
Hinsdale. There is a time element to getting this intergovernmental agreement in
place because it needs to be done by the end of the month. Approval of this
agreement will be an action item at the next Board meeting. The committee
thought it best to move this forward despite the fact that the Park District does not
want to make any financial contribution to it to move this forward, to get this in
place because we understood that if we don't have the intergovernmental
agreement in place pretty soon, that the Tollway will take down the Maple
Avenue crosswalk and then there will not be any pedestrian overpass. We would
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have to wait until the mainline construction was completed and then the Tollway
would build it. Therefore, the committee decided to move this forward, even
though the Park District will not be making a financial contribution.
Trustee Rudolph asked Tmstee Tyrrell about the Park District not wanting to
participate in the financial aspect of the bridge upkeep. Did we think that they
would and are surprised that they are not? Trustee Rudolph said she would like a
little more information. Trustee Tyrrell said he was somewhat surprised because,
if you remember, when he first brought this agreement to everyone's attention
maybe a month or two ago, we were going to go fifty-fifty (50/50) with the Park
District and then Hinsdale would have their half. Trustee Tyrrell said it is his
understanding that the Park District at this point refused to make any contribution
toward it and we, as a committee, decided to look past that because the Tollway
representatives said that they did not think there would be big ticket items for the
maintenance. We also did not want to lose the opportunity to get this bridge put
up, which we might, if we engaged in further bantering with the Park District.
Trustee Tyrrell said he does not have any specifics as to why they decided not to
make any contribution. The committee's perspective was to move forward, that
the annual maintenance would not be a lot, and we need to get that bridge up so
that we don't lose that window. President Gallagher asked Attorney Jurusik to
elaborate on the negotiations of the intergovernmental agreement and the splitting
of the maintenance.

Attorney Jurusik said the intergovernmental agreement was originally drafted as a
four-party document with the Village of Western Springs, the Village of Hinsdale
and the Western Springs Park District all being contributors to the routine
maintenance of the bridge and the access paths. Very early on, the Park District
indicated that it was not willing to be a financial contributor to the project. They
were concerned about access and drainage and other impacts with the bridge. It is
important that they are a party to the agreement because the Tollway does need
access to Spring Rock Park in order to construct the bridge but as Trustee Tyrrell
indicated, the Village and the Park District all serve the same constituents and this
is a significant improvement that not only replaces the pedestrian bridge on the
north side of town but it interconnects two communities and spans over 1-294.
Our side of the bridge starts in Spring Rock Park and ends in Veeck Park in
Hinsdale and vice versa so the Village has made a decision to recommend that we
move forward with the agreement to avoid losing the project and losing the
benefits that it has for the Village and retaining the Park District as a party to the
agreement in order to allow the Tollway to have access to Spring Rock Park.
Attorney Jurusik said that each time that the Park District was asked to be a
contributor and a collaborator financially in this agreement, that was rejected.
Village Manager Velkme added that the Park District does have a meeting
tomorrow evening and the Tollway will be present at that meeting to discuss this
issue with them. Trustee Rudolph said that is disappointing. Trustee Tyrrell said
the committee did feel that way, too, but, if the Board agrees, we will move
forward with the agreement later this month.
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B) Resolution Authorizing and Approving the Execution of a General Release and
Settlement Agreement Between the Village of Western Springs and Gurrie
Rhoads, Rhoads Development Company, and Commonwealth Properties
Company, LLC
Trustee Tyrrell reported on a resolution approving a settlement agreement

between the Village of Western Springs and Gurrie Rhoads, Rhoads Development
Company, and Commonwealth Properties Company, LLC. This has been a long
running lawsuit and it was very old when Trustee Tyrrell started on the Board. To
do justice to the work that was done. Trustee Tyrrell asked Village Attorney
Jurusik to explain and make a record of what has been accomplished in this
lawsuit.

Attorney Jurusik said there is a settlement agreement before the Board that really
resolves a pending mortgage foreclosure action that the Village was pulled into,
the Lincolnway Community Bank foreclosure. That lawsuit, with the approval of
this agreement, will be dismissed. The Village's claim in that lawsuit, a lien that
was filed against one of the Gurrie Rhoads Development townhomes,, will be
settled in exchange for an Eighty-Five Thousand ($85,000) Dollar payment,
which is made up of certain dollar payment that Mr. Rhoads will make to the
Village by the end of the month, and then there are certain credits and escrows
that will be retained by the Village to equal a dollar value of Eighty-Five
Thousand ($85,000) Dollars. In exchange for the settlement agreement, there will
be a bill of sale which relates to the conveyance of all the public improvements in
the Commonwealth Townhome Development that have been constructed by Mr.
Rhoads over the years but had not been finally turned over and conveyed pursuant
to the Planned Unit Development Ordinance so that hanging item will be resolved
as well under this settlement agreement.
There is a parcel called Outlet A3, which is a parcel of land that Mr. Rhoads
owned, that will be conveyed over to the Village for it to hold for purposes of
redevelopment at some point within the townhome development as part of a fourunit townhome pad or the Village will have the opportunity to have it used as
open space for stormwater drainage purposes. The last exhibit that is part of the
settlement agreement is a Release and Satisfaction of Judgement Lien. This
litigation really arose out of a recapture agreement that was entered into by the
Village and Mr. Rhoads. That recapture agreement was challenged by a
construction company called Hartz that owns some land within this development.
The wind-up of that recapture litigation led to the Village receiving a judgement
lien. This settlement agreement also resolves that settlement lien and that
judgement lien and resolves that to the point where the Village will be releasing
and issuing a satisfaction of judgement in exchange for the payment of the dollars
indicated earlier. The long and short is, we have taken a long piece of litigation
that has been pending for the better part of 8 to 10 years and we will move past it.
We will be closing out the Commonwealth Development and getting the public
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improvements dedicated and accepted and we will also be accepting title to Outlot
D3 which will help move that portion of the development forward at a time when
that area will be redeveloped into a townhome. Village Attorney Jurusik said
that staffs recommendation is that we approve the resolution later tonight as
agenda item number 7 and move forward with the execution of this settlement
agreement

Trustee Tyrrell personally thanked Attorney Jurusik and his team, as well as Mr.
Rhoads, for coming to an amicable resolution of something which has gone on for
a long time. The Village is getting some money out of this and this is a very good
settlement that we have worked very hard on this settlement agreement. Tmstee
Tyrrell also thanked Mr. Rhoads for not stretching this out.
CONSIDERATION OF AND ACTION ON AGENDA ITEMS DURING THE SPECIAL
MEETING

7) RESOLUTION 21-2603

AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING
THE EXECUTION OF A GENERAL RELEASE
AND SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE VILLAGE OF WESTERN SPRINGS AND
GURRIE RHOADS, RHOADS DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY. AND COMMONWEALTH
PROPERTIES COMPANY, LLC (Tyrrell)

MOTION:

Trustee Tyrrell moved, seconded by John, to approve Resolution 21-2603
Authorizing and Approving the Execution of a General Release and Settlement
Agreement Between the Village of Western Springs and Gurrie Rhoads, Rhoads
Development Company, and Commonwealth Properties Company, LLC.
The motion passed on a roll call vote. Voting aye: Trustees Tyrrell, Rudolph,
Lewis, John, Fink and Chen. Voting nay: None.

8)

MQILON TO WAIVE THE COMPETITIVE BIDDING PROCESS AND APPROVE
PAYMENT FOR WELL NO. 4 EMERGENCY REPAIRS TO SOLE SOURCE
PROVIDER. WATER WELL SOLUTIONS OF ELBURN, ILLINOIS, IN THE
AMOUNT OF ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEEN THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED

FIFTY C$117.850') DOLLARS (Fink)
MOTION:

Trustee Fink moved, seconded by Lewis, To Waive The Competitive Bidding
Process And Approve Payment For Well No. 4 Emergency Repairs To Sole
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Source Provider, Water Well Solutions OfElburn, Illinois In The Amount Of One
Hundred Seventeen Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty ($117,850) Dollars.

The motion passed on a roll call vote. Voting aye: Trustees Fink, John, Lewis,
Rudolph, Tyrrell, and Chen. Voting nay: None.
9) MOTION TO WAIVE THE COMPETITIVE BIDDING PROCESS AND AWARD A
CONTRACT TO SOLE SOURCE PROVIDER. OMNI-PUMP REPAIRS. INC. OF
FRANKLIN PARK, IL FOR THE EMERGENCY 0_VERHAUL OF THE LPRO NO. 4
FEED PUMP FGOULD'S VERTICAL TURBINE PUMP REPAIR1 IN THE_AMOUNT
OF TWENTY-TWO THOUSAND ($22.000) DOLLARS (Fink)
MOTION:

Trustee Fink moved, seconded by Lewis, To Waive The Competitive Bidding
Process and Award a Contract To Sole Source Provider, Omni-Pump Repairs, Inc.
ofFraiiklin Park, IL for the Emergency Overhaul of the LPRO No. 4 Feed Pump
[Gould's Vertical Turbine Pump Repair] In The Amount OfTwenty-Two
Thousand Five Hundred ($22,500) Dollars.
The motion passed on a roll call vote. Voting aye: Trustees Fink, John, Lewis,
Rudolph, Tyrrell, and Chen. Voting nay: None.

8) VILLAGE PRESIDENT GALLAGHER
President Gallagher reported that on Monday, March 1, Village Manager Velkme,
Director Scott, and she met with four representatives from Stop 5G Western Springs. We
reviewed the pending bills in Springfield, which now total 5 separate bills proposed by
Representative Mazzochi, HB 2561-2565, a bill proposed by Sen. Glowiak-Hilton which
incorporates the Western Springs draft legislation and is identical to HB 2564. Another
bill, HB 2379, notably extends the sunset of the current Small Cell Wireless Facilities Act
to December 31, 2026. The group had several questions regarding FCC regulations that
are more appropriately addressed by our representatives in DC. We also discussed the
recent FCC auction ofmid-band 5G spectrum. We plan to meet again in April.
Once again, I'd like to thank Director Ellen Baer, Selmin Cicek, Mic Cagney and Aane
Martin Hill from District 101 for their extraordinary work to plan the vaccine clinic for
Western Springs residents aged 65 and older. It is such a wonderful service for them, and
she and the entire Board appreciate their work.

9) VILLAGE MANAGER VELKME
Village Manager Velkme provided a report on IDOT's Ogden Avenue Resurfacing
Project. IDOT has informed the Village that Ogden Avenue (U.S. Route 34) will be
resurfaced from 1-294 to Edgewood Avenue, encompassing areas of Western Springs and
LaGrange. The 1.46-mile project will consist of surface pavement removal and
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replacement, pavement patching, detector loop replacement, ADA sidewalk improvements
and placement of pavement markings. The project is expected to begin March 2021 and
be completed July 2021. The contractor is K-Five Construction Corporation. This is an
IDOT project.

10) VILLAGE ATTORNEY JURUSIK
No report.
ADJOURN

MOTION:
Trustee Tyrrell moved, seconded by Rudolph, to adjourn this meeting.
The motion passed on a roll call vote.
Trustee Chen, Fink, John, Lewis, Rudolph, and Tyrrell.
Voting nay: None
This meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

[ing Vi^&ge^lerk James Horvath
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