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I-294 Corridor
Planning Update

294

Village Staff and elected officials are
engaging in ongoing conversations with
representatives from the Illinois Tollway.
Several planning meetings occurred this
summer that involved representatives from
the Village, homeowner associations, and
other stakeholders discussing potential concerns
and impacts from any I-294 improvement project with Tollway
Representatives.
The Village President and Village Manager met with Illinois Tollway
Chairman Bob Schillerstrom in October to discuss the impact of
the project within the Village. Village representatives also met
with Hinsdale officials, the Illinois Tollway, and BNSF employees
in August to discuss impacts from the reconstruction of the BNSF
bridge over I-294. Bridge construction will begin in 2018.
The Illinois Tollway has informed the Village that it anticipates its
master plan recommendations to be completed in late autumn or
early winter. For more information regarding the project, please
visit www.wsprings.com/462/I-294-Corridor-Planning.

Western Springs
Police Department
Welcomes New Officer
The Western Springs Police Department is proud to announce the
appointment of a new officer, William Romanow. Officer Romanow
graduated from the Suburban Law Enforcement Academy at the
College of DuPage on September 30, 2017, upon successful
completion of the 14-week Basic Training Academy. He is currently
participating in the Department’s comprehensive Field Training
Program. Officer Romanow holds a Bachelor
of Arts degree in social sciences from
Benedictine University in Lisle, IL. Officer
Romanow was formally sworn in at a
Village Board meeting on October 9.
Please “like” and visit the Western
Springs Police Department Facebook
page for more updates and information
about the Department.

Pictured from left to right: Officer Mike Belcastro, Sgt. Joe Rourke, Chief Budds, Officer William Romanow, Officer Vince Gismondi, and Sgt. Phil Lo Chirco.

Western Springs Business News
Community Theatre Improvises After Electrical Fire
The Theatre of Western Springs (TWS) staff has been acting in literal “improvisation
mode” over the past few months after an electrical fire caused extensive smoke and
other damage throughout the facility. Only nine days after the fire, the company
staged scheduled performances of Nunsense. This followed non-stop use of air
scrubbers and the rationing of electricity, which allowed for the theatre to be airconditioned. Executive Director Eddie Sugarman explains: “A lot of people made
it work. We had wonderful crews, and people really rallied. We had a lot of help
and great cooperation from the Village, the fire department, and the building
inspector.” More than 2,450 people attended the Nunsense run in September.
Outside facilities were donated or rented for the children’s classes that began
the week of the fire, which occurred on August 29. Auditions for the upcoming
Children’s Theatre of Western Springs musical Annie were held at The Village
Executive Director Eddie Sugarman says that the shows must go on at the
Club, one of the first homes of the TWS before its current theater (4384 Hampton
Theatre of Western Springs, despite extensive restorations needed after an
Avenue)
was built in 1961. Classes resumed onsite on October 10. “The comeback
electrical fire damaged the playhouse in late summer.
has gone remarkably well and we have had to cancel very little programming,”
Sugarman remarks. Fire sprinklers did not activate during the fire because the heat was not high enough to trigger them, which reduced the overall
damage of this event.
Repairs to the electrical system, extensive cleaning, smoke abatement, and other renovations could cost as much as $1 million. “Costume cleaning
alone cost $65,000 and cleaning the HVAC vents was $56,000,” explains Sugarman. Insurance will not pay for all of the costs, so fundraising
efforts are quietly underway, with an online appeal on the theatre website as well as solicitations during performance intermissions and other
outreach efforts.
The electrical system is expected to be fixed by mid-December and life safety systems, such as the fire alarm and sprinkler systems, are up and
running. In the meantime, the show must go on. The popular holiday musical Annie will open November 30 at the Children’s Theatre of Western
Springs. Visit www.theatrewesternsprings.com for more information.

On the Move
...And Moving In

• Foxford Station will slowly rise out of the ground this month, with
masonry scheduled to start on the first floor in November following
completion of foundation work. If the mild weather holds, a precast
deck for the second floor of the four-story structure will be installed in
December. Foxford Station is a 28-unit luxury condominium building
with commercial space and indoor parking located at the southeast corner
of Wolf Road and Burlington Avenue. The long-awaited construction
on the former sites of Tischler Finer Foods and Breen’s Cleaners &
Launderers began this summer. Visit www.foxfordstation.com for more
information.
• The doors are not open yet, but cupcake franchise Small Cakes is
already committed to community service sponsorship. Owner Bill
Christensen says that the franchise, known for creating gourmet
cupcakes with custom toppings, will be a
sponsor of Young Hearts for Life (YH4L),
a screening program that helps detect
heart problems in high school and college
students. The YH4L screenings will
take place at Lyons Township High
School in the spring. Small Cakes
is scheduled to open in December at
the east end of Garden Market Shopping
Center. A website will be launched soon.
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Wide, new windows provide downtown views to members exercising on cardio machines at
the front of Elite Fitness & Gym, opening this month at 805 Burlington Avenue.

• New wide tinted windows now embellish the renovated spaces of
Elite Fitness & Gym, scheduled to open this month at 805 Burlington
Avenue. Cyclists and others using cardio equipment will enjoy a view of
downtown activity while exercising. Owner Mark Wolz explains that a
functioning rear garage door will open during warmer weather to bring
the outdoors into the studio for group classes. For more information on
this neighborhood gym, visit www.elitefitnessandgym.com.
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Senior Services
Senior Center

Veterans’ Thank You Lunch: A lunch for veterans of any
branch of service during any era will take place on Thursday,
November 9, from 11:30 a.m.–1 p.m. Call 708-246-3299 to reserve
a space.
Living Literature with Barbara Rinella: Ms. Rinella will
present her newest program, “Hamilton,” on Thursday, November
16, from 1–2:30 p.m. Bottled water and hard candy refreshments
will be provided. Ticket sales will begin Monday, October 30. The
cost is $10 for members, $15 for nonmembers. Call to arrange ticket
purchase.
Christmas Celebration: This annual members only event will
feature a presentation by Jenny Riddle. Ms. Riddle will discuss eight
books chosen to inspire, intrigue, entertain, and change readers. The
event will take place on Friday, December 15, from 1–3 p.m.
Movies: The Senior Center will host a movie afternoon on
Thursday, November 30, from 1–3 p.m. Popcorn and beverages will
be provided.

Holiday Closings: The Senior Center will be closed for
Thanksgiving (November 22–24), Christmas (December 22 and 25),
New Year’s Day (January 1), and closed for business December 18–
January 2 (programs will continue as usual).
Located in the Grand Avenue Community Center at 4211 Grand
Avenue, the Senior Center operates Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m.–5 p.m. and is staffed for business purposes from
11 a.m.–3 p.m. on Monday and 1–5 p.m. on Tuesday. The complete
schedule of activities is available at www.wsprings.com/recreation.
Questions regarding the Senior Center and its programs may be directed
to Mic at 708-246-3299 or mcagney@wsprings.com. Residents may
also visit www.wsprings.com/seniors for Senior Center updates.

Recreation
Department
The Winter/Spring 2018 Recreation Department program brochure
will be mailed to all homes between November 8 and 10. This
brochure will contain all information necessary to register for winter
programs and/or set up household accounts with the department.
The brochure can also be found at www.wsprings.com/recreation.
The winter/spring mail-in registration deadline is November 30.
Please call the office with any questions at 708-246-9070.

Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball Leagues: These leagues
are for participants in grades 5–7. The registration deadline is
November 7. Adult volunteers are needed to coach the teams. The
training clinic will take place on November 9 at 6:45 p.m.

Jr. Engineering Transportation Timeline: This program is
designed for ages 5–10. The program will take place on Tuesdays
from 6–7 p.m. and will begin November 28.
Dodgeball: Leagues will take place on the second and fourth
Friday nights of each month from 5:30–7 p.m. for grades 3–5 and
7–8:30 p.m. for grades 6–8. Games take place at the Recreation
Center and the cost is $5 per night.
Men’s Open Basketball: This league will take place on Thursday
nights from 8:15–9:45 p.m. at the Recreation Center. The cost is
$5 per night.
Adult Fitness Classes: Adult Fitness Classes include yoga,
pilates, the “Be Strong” program and the “Body Works” program.

Annual Turkey Shoot: This free event will take place on Friday,

Senior Club
Historical Presentation: Actor and historical portrayer RJ
Lindsey will enact the persona of Thomas Alva Edison. This
performance will take place on November 13 at 1 p.m. in the
Recreation Center.
Holiday Luncheon: The annual Holiday Luncheon will take
place at the William Tell Banquet Hall on December 11 at noon.
The Highland Middle School Music Club will entertain the group
following lunch. Donations will be taken for families in need during
the holidays. The luncheon menu will feature the following options:
chicken vesuvio, butt steak, or broiled tilapia. The cost of this event
is $22.
Daytrip: Senior Club members will
enjoy a theatrical performance of It’s a
Wonderful Life, the Musical, on
November 30. Transportation
will leave from the Recreation
Center promptly at 11 a.m.
and return around 6 p.m.

November 17, at 7 p.m. in the Recreation Center. This event features
a basketball free throw competition for all. Play “Around the World”
for points and the chance to win gift certificates. There
are many categories for boys, girls, men, and women.

Holiday Programs

Adorable Christmas Puppies: This program
is designed for ages 3–10 (3- to 5-year-olds must be
accompanied by parent) and will take place on Tuesday,
December 5, from 6–7 p.m.
Holiday Winter Fun: This program is
designed for ages 5–10 and will take place on
Saturday, December 16, from 10 a.m.–noon.
Parent & Me Holiday Reindeer: This program
is designed for ages 3–10 (3- to 5-year-olds must
be accompanied by parent) and will take place on
Tuesday, December 19, from 6:30–7:30 p.m.
Dad & Daughter Holiday Memory Gift Night:
This program is designed for ages 3–10 and will take
place on Wednesday, December 20, from 6–7:30 p.m.
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Thank You from
CodeRED is the Village notification system used to alert residents
in the event of emergency situations or critical community alerts.
Community alerts include emergency water shutoff from a water
main break, extreme weather conditions, or community safety. The
number will appear on caller ID as 866-419-5000. Please add this
number to your phone as a CodeRED call. The telephone database
used for the system includes the entire Village, excluding individuals
with unlisted phone numbers, those who have changed their phone
numbers or addresses within the last year, and those who use a cell
phone as their primary home phone. In these situations, individuals
must register or update their information in order to receive messages.
Registration can be completed at www.wsprings.com or by calling the
Police Department at 708-246-8540. An alternate phone number can
also be registered. Entering an alternate phone number will cause both
the primary and alternate phone numbers to be contacted.

Illinois Premise
Alert Program (PAP)
The Illinois Premise Alert Program (PAP) is a useful tool for both
police and fire responders and dispatch centers to be aware of special
information or instructions regarding handling emergencies with
persons of special needs or disabilities. This form is a guideline to
assist in the accurate entry and recordkeeping of Premise Alert
Program notes that have been put into the Computer-Aided Database.
Please note: entry is considered confidential as cited in Section 25 of
Illinois Public Act 096-0788.
Please visit www.wsprings.com, go to the Law Enforcement Services
page, and click on “Programs and Services” for more information.

Avoid Holiday Crime

the Western Springs Fire Department
The Western Springs
Fire Department would
like to sincerely thank
residents for the generous
contributions made to the
Hurricane Harvey Relief
Fund for First Responders
in the Houston, Texas area.
In addition to collections
Members of the Village of Brookfield and the
dropped off at the Fire
Western Springs Fire Department stand next to
Station, the schools of
their donations. The group includes Brad Hirte,
District 101 had collection
owner of Emling Towing (third from left), who
generously offered to transport the donations to
boxes to assist in gathering
items. With help from Texas, Captain Steve Heinzelman (third from right),
and Department Chief Gary Mayor (far right).
residents, the Department
was able to send 15 full pallets of supplies, to be divided up between
the firefighters at the Katy Fire Department in addition to various
other departments in the Houston area. The Department also helped
to move supplies collected by Forest Hills Elementary School to the
Browning Elementary School in Houston, which was also extremely
affected by the hurricane.
Last but not least, the Department was able to help the Village of
Brookfield send six pallets of much-needed animal and pet supplies
to animal rescue shelters throughout the Houston area.
In total, Western Springs residents helped to donate 22 full pallets
of relief supplies to the people and the animals/pets affected by
Hurricane Harvey.
Besides the 22 pallets, the Department also collected $3,970 in
donations, which will be divided between various fire departments.
The local firefighters and community would especially like to thank
Captain Steve Heinzelman, who coordinated this relief drive and
made countless phone calls securing supplies, vehicles, and a dropoff point in the Houston area. This great endeavor would not have
happened without his leadership.
Our heartfelt thanks to all!

The holidays are a special and joyous time of year; however, they are
also a time to be especially alert to the possibility of crime. As the
holiday season draws near and our days get busier, we need to take
extra care and precautions. Here are some simple tips that can reduce
your chances of becoming a victim of holiday crime:
• Never leave valuables in plain view inside your vehicle. Always
remember to lock your vehicle’s doors and windows.
• Don’t display gifts where they can be seen from a window or
doorway. Store gifts before leaving for holiday trips.
• Be extra cautious about locking doors and windows when leaving
home, even if it is only for a few minutes.
• Drive with extra caution. Allow an impatient driver to pass
rather than escalate hostilities.
• Be cautious when giving out your credit card number over the
phone or Internet. Know who has access to personal information
at all times.
When planning a trip, designate a neighbor to watch the house, shovel
snow, and pick up mail and newspapers. Remember to also fill out the
vacation watch house request form at www.wsprings.com and
the Police Department will conduct periodic physical checks of
your residence while you are on vacation.
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2017 Styrofoam Collection
Pilot Program
It is a common assumption among most residents that Styrofoam materials placed in blue bags will be
recycled along with other plastic items that have a numbered code. Most residents are not aware that
Styrofoam products are not on the list of plastics that Republic Services recycles.
Beginning October 7, the Village of Western Springs, along with the Green Team of The First
Congregational Church of Western Springs and the Dart Container Corporation, will hold a six-month
pilot program for Styrofoam collection at the Grand Avenue Community Center (4211 Grand Avenue).
Members of the community may drop off Styrofoam packing pieces and clean Styrofoam food containers on
the first Saturday of the month (October–March) from 9 a.m.–noon. Packing peanuts cannot be accepted—they may
instead be taken to a local packing and shipping store. For more information, visit www.wsprings.com/DocumentCenter/View/4682.

Trash Stickers

The Village would like to remind residents that information regarding trash
stickers can be found on the Village website at www.wsprings.com. For
questions, contact Jacqueline Dayhoff at 708-246-1800, ext. 100.

Join the

Newcomers and Neighbors Club!
The Western Springs Newcomers and Neighbors Club is a group of neighbors and friends that reside
in Western Springs and enjoy connecting with new families—it is not just for “newcomers” to town!
This group hosts many activities throughout the year, and members are free to attend as many or as
few as they wish. There is a monthly book club, ladies’/guys’ nights out, quarterly couples events, and
holiday parties for children. The group also offers support and help to members including business/
personal recommendations, connections, and even meals for members’ families in times of need.
The membership season runs from September through June, and the membership drive occurs late in
summer. However, residents are welcome to join anytime! Please visit www.westernspringsnewcomers.
com for more information.

Learn More About American Writers
and Meet Their Characters

The American Writers Museum opened in Chicago this past May, and it has already been ranked first
in USA Today’s “10 Best Readers’ Choice” awards for Best Illinois Attraction and listed first in Inside
the World’s “10 Best New Museums” by Fodor’s Travel. Learn more about this museum on November
12 at 7 p.m. when inaugural president, Carey Cranston, visits the Thomas Ford Library! Mr. Cranston
will deliver a presentation and take questions regarding the museum and
how it strives to engage the public in celebrating American writers and
exploring their influence. Tickets may be purchased by making a $10 donation to the Library (the
cost is $5 for Lyons Township High School students). This noteworthy presentation is sponsored
by the Thomas Ford Library Foundation.
Another American writer, Mo Willems, is also visiting the Library! Mr. Willems was born in
Des Plaines, Illinois, and his works are dear to hearts of many readers,
especially young children and their parents. His renowned characters,
Elephant and Piggie, will visit the Library during the Christmas Walk
on Saturday, December 2, from 2–4 p.m. This event will also include photo
opportunities and other holiday activities, all sponsored by the Friends of the Library.
For more information on these and many other great programs, call 708-246-0520,
or visit www.fordlibrary.org.
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Westchester Food Pantry
Seeks Donations for Holiday Meals
In Cook County, one in five people is food insecure, meaning that they do not know when they will have their next meal, or if they will have enough
nutritious food to properly nourish them. Hunger is a problem in Westchester and its surrounding communities. Seniors, the working poor, and
residents facing an accident or serious illness are just a few examples of those who can be affected by hunger. Fortunately, the Westchester Food
Pantry is here to help.
The Westchester Food Pantry proudly serves the residents of Westchester, Bellwood, Berkeley, Broadview, Hillside, La Grange Park, and Western
Springs. Clients can visit the Pantry once each calendar month to receive a variety of fresh and shelf-stable food items, as well as dog and cat food
from our “Wet Nose Pantry.” The Pantry has been in operation for over 20 years, and recently became a member agency of the Greater Chicago
Food Depository in February 2017. This membership has given the Pantry access to a variety of free and low-cost food items for our clients, such as
produce, canned goods, and more. The Westchester Food Pantry has seen a steady increase in clientele over the past two years. This past September,
the Pantry served 162 clients.
The Westchester Food Pantry is gearing up for the holiday season and needs help! To help make the holidays merry for struggling families, the
Greater Chicago Food Depository has offered the Pantry a variety of turkey, ham, and chicken dinners at a greatly reduced rate. The Westchester
Food Pantry is seeking donations to help cover the cost of these meals. For the cost of $17.38, the Pantry can purchase a frozen turkey, stuffing
mix, yams, corn, green beans, yams, fresh potatoes, fruit cocktail, mandarin oranges, and cranberry sauce
to feed a family of six. The amount of $10.35 would pay for a ham dinner with the same
trimmings, while $6.66 would cover the cost of a chicken meal. The Westchester
Food Pantry expects to distribute 175 holiday meals to local families in need.
The Westchester Food Pantry is run entirely by volunteers with donations of food
and money. With help, the Pantry can meet their goal of serving 175 holiday
meals. A tax-deductible donation of $86.90 would pay for five complete turkey
dinners; $103.50 would purchase ten complete ham dinners; and $99.90 would
cover the cost of 15 chicken dinners with all the trimmings. Donations can be sent
to the Westchester Food Pantry (10300 Roosevelt Road, Westchester, IL 60154)
or online at www.WestchesterFoodPantry.org. Please, help the Westchester Food
Pantry make the holidays a bit brighter for local families in need.
For more information, please contact Amanda Grant (Co-Director) at
630-776-2066.

Gifts of Hope
An Alternative Gift Market
Finding a Christmas gift for someone who has
everything has just gotten easier. The annual “Gifts
of Hope—An Alternative Gift Market” will be
held from 9:30 a.m.–noon on Sunday, December
10, at the First Congregational Church of Western
Springs (1106 Chestnut). Shoppers can stop
by Plymouth Hall to meet representatives from
15 local, regional, and international charitable
organizations and learn about their mission and
good works. Then, choosing from “wish lists”
created by the groups, shoppers can make a
donation that funds a particular purchase, such
as a meal, a bag of seed, or a pair of gloves for a
needy person. Cards will be given out explaining
that a donation was made on behalf of a family
member or friend for a meaningful Christmas gift.
To see the groups participating this year, please
visit www.wscongo.org. For more information
about the market, call 708-217-7905.
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Please remember to shop Western Springs businesses throughout this holiday season.
Consider a WSBA gift certificate! These certificates are valid at any WSBA event and
participating businesses. Certificates are available for purchase at the Village Hall,
Casey’s Market, and Village True Value. The business community has a strong group
of local merchants who are committed to residents and appreciate your commitment to
them. By supporting these businesses and buying locally, your sales tax dollars help pay
for public services.
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What to Know

When It Snows

Parking—Parking is restricted on Village streets for 12 hours
after a snowfall of four or more inches has occurred, or until the
snow has been removed, provided that the snowfall has stopped.
The Village respectfully requests that residents make every effort
to remove their vehicles from the street as soon as possible during
any snow event. This protects your car from being splashed by
salt spray, becoming plowed in, or being struck by a skidding
vehicle. The more cars off of the street, the more effective snow
removal will be.

Shoveling—Pile it up, do not push it out. It makes little sense
for the Village to plow the roadway only to have residents shovel
snow from sidewalks or driveways into the streets. Plows will
leave snow in driveways, therefore residents will benefit by
waiting until the streets have been cleared before clearing the end
of their driveways.

Fire Hydrants—The Fire Department reminds you to help
keep fire hydrants near your home free of snow. In the event of a
heavy snowfall or drifting, we ask all residents to assist in clearing
the areas around the fire hydrants in your neighborhood. Your
assistance will help prevent any delays in locating or connecting a
fire hydrant, if one is needed.

Christmas Tree
Safety

Millions of American homes will include a natural tree in their
holiday festivities. Although trees add a special touch to the holiday
season, they also can be a fire hazard. The Fire Department would
like to remind residents about the following safety tips regarding
Christmas trees:

Picking the tree
• Choose a tree with fresh, green needles.
• The trunk should be sticky to the touch.

Placing the tree
• Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 1” – 2” from the base
of the trunk.
• Make sure the tree is at least 3 feet away from any heat source.
• Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit.
• Add water to the tree stand each day.

Lighting the tree
• Use lights that have a label of an independent testing
laboratory. Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use,
but not both.
• Never use lit candles to decorate the tree.
• Always turn off Christmas tree lights before leaving home
or going to bed.

After Christmas

Winter Reminders
About Your Sprinkler System!
Many Western Springs residents have
fire sprinkler systems installed in their
homes. With the cold weather fast
approaching, the Western Springs
Fire Department would like to remind
residents of the following items:
• A fire sprinkler system is a wet
system. It is similar to the water pipes
in your home, and is filled with water
at all times.
• Remember to ensure that adequate heat
is provided to all areas inside your home to prevent sprinkler
pipes and water pipes from freezing, especially if you are going
to be away from your home for an extended period of time.
• Although sprinkler piping is designed to avoid freeze-ups
and prevent potential water damage, these pipes can still be
susceptible to freezing, just like other water pipes in your home.
Adequate heat is important in avoiding a potential disaster.
For questions about residential fire sprinkler systems, contact the
Western Springs Fire Prevention Bureau at 708-246-1800, ext. 193.
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• Get rid of the tree when it begins dropping needles.
• Never put tree branches or needles in a fireplace.
• Trees are collected at the curb during the first two weeks
of January.

Recycling
Residents may dispose of Christmas trees on their
refuse collection day during the weeks of January 1
and 8 only. Allied Waste will collect, transport, and
dispose of trees left at the curbside. Trees must be
free of decorations. A sticker is not required.

Be Safe
When Hanging
Holiday Lights
• Assure good ladder footing.
• Do not stand on or above the highest
recommended ladder rung.
• Wear non-skid footwear.
• Don’t work alone. Have
assistance to hold the base of
the ladder and be available for
emergencies.
• Remember: do not put up on
a warm November
day what you do not
want to take down
on an icy January day!
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Explore and Stay Informed www.wsprings.com

Holiday Closings
for Village Services

Thanksgiving..............................Thursday and Friday, November 23 & 24
Christmas Eve and Day..............Friday, December 22 & Monday, December 25
New Year’s Day.........................Monday, January 1

Holiday Refuse Pick-up Schedule
For the Thanksgiving holiday, Tuesday service is not affected, but Friday service
will fall on Saturday. For the Christmas and holiday refuse schedule, Tuesday
service will fall on Wednesday, and Friday service will fall on Saturday.
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The Village of
Western Springs
is
now on Instagram
.
Follow the
official page for
updates on life in
#WesternSprings
!

