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2018 Presidential Address
As I write this message,
the Village’s rooftops are
glistening with the first snow
of the season. Thanks to the
hard work of Village staff
and neighbors, the snow
adds a touch of sparkle to
the glittering community,
already festively adorned
with holiday decorations.
During this hectic season,
please make time to
check in on your elderly
neighbors, residents that
are living alone, and other
friends and family that need
a helping hand. Please also
take a moment to remember
and thank our nation’s heroes, especially the local men and women in
uniform who serve and protect our community so that all residents
may safely celebrate the holiday season.
It is my pleasure to report to you the following highlights and major
events from the past year, as well as foreseeable plans for the New Year.
• Foxford Station is taking shape! In July, the contractor officially
broke ground at the old Tischler’s site and immediately began
building underground infrastructure improvements, including
storm water abatement that will help with the collection and
disbursement of water during severe storms. Now that exterior
walls are going up, residents can watch the progress as it develops.
Foxford is projected to be completed in early 2019.
• Long overdue improvements to the train platforms between Wolf
and Lawn are also underway. This project is substantially funded
through a federal grant, with the Village contributing 20% of
the project’s cost. This project’s start date was postponed due to
delays at the state level, including a threatened IDOT shutdown of
all projects earlier this summer. The contractor has been playing
catch-up ever since, and the Village asks for continued patience as
cold weather has slowed progress. Both sides of the train platform
will be open before construction shuts down for the winter, but
sidewalk improvements and landscaping will be delayed until the
spring.

• The I-294 central corridor expansion project continues to take
shape, albeit at a slower rate than originally anticipated. The
Village has been working closely with planners and senior officials
at the Illinois State Toll Highway Authority (ISTHA) since day
one and will continue to do so. The Village is acutely aware of
residents’ concerns and is working diligently to make sure those
concerns are addressed.
• A more immediate development is the widening of the railroad
bridge over the tollway, called a ‘shoofly,’ slated to begin in late
2018/early 2019. The Village will continue to work closely with
the ISTHA and BNSF as the railroad shoofly project takes place.
• This past March featured the grand opening of the Lyons Township
Area Communications Center (LTACC). LTACC is a consolidated
emergency dispatch services center for LaGrange, LaGrange Park,
and Western Springs. Congratulations to the staffs of all three
Villages and LTACC for their implementation of this service
without any disruptions in response.
• The Board is currently set to approve a tax levy and the annual
budget for 2018. The levy will increase the Village’s portion of
residential property taxes. The bulk of that increase is substantially
due to two liabilities that impact this year’s budget; the debt
service on the bonds issued to support the taxpayer approved
2016 roadway referendum, and an increased liability to the police
pension fund due to adoption of current actuarial tables. It is
important to note that staff worked diligently to keep operating
expenses flat. The operating budget has not increased from the
2017 budget.
• Because of the generosity of residents in supporting the
2016 roadway referendum, the Village now has the funds to
continue long-term repair and reconstruction of streets. In 2017,
two streets were reconstructed in concrete, one underwent
concrete rehabilitation, and the Burlington commuter spots were
resurfaced. In 2018, three streets are earmarked for roadwork.
• After extensive research and expert consultation, the Board has
recently directed staff to move forward with the design and
construction of a deep well. The Board will continue to review the
question of making improvements to the shallow well as they learn
more about the length of time expected to complete the new well.
The primary funding source for this new well is a low-interest loan
through the IL Environmental Protection Agency.
...continued on page 2
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• The Village welcomed new Director of Law Enforcement Services,
Brian Budds, at the beginning of this year. Chief Budds served as
the Deputy Chief prior to his appointment in January. In May,
former Sgt. Daniel Albrecht was sworn in as Deputy Director of
Law Enforcement Services.
• This past May, the Village said goodbye to three outstanding
and long-serving members of the Board: President Bill Rodeghier
(8 years President/4 years Trustee), Trustee Suzy Glowiak (8 years),
and Trustee Jim Horvath (8 years), and welcomed three newly
elected Trustees: Heidi Rudolph, Bill Siffermann, and Jim Tyrrell.
• In August, Village Manager Patrick Higgins stepped down after
40 years of service to the Village, 17 as the Village Manager.
Fortunately, former Deputy Manager Ingrid Velkme agreed to
fulfill the role. Ingrid returned to the Village in 2000 as Director of
Administrative Services and has been Deputy Manager since 2011.
• The Village’s commercial sector has also embraced change this
past year. New or relocated businesses in 2017 include Salerno’s
Pizzeria, Boone Animal Hospital, Todd Nyberg of Edward Jones
Investments, a second Starbucks on 47th Street, Music Makers,
and Elite Fitness.

Property Tax
Allocations
Do you ever wonder where your property tax dollars go? If you live in
Western Springs, your property tax dollars are allocated to 14 different
taxing agencies. Each agency operates separately with its own budget
and tax levies. These allocations are detailed on the second installment
of the tax bill received by residents in September. On this tax bill,
residents can find the tax rate and dollar amount that each taxing
district receives.
This illustration provides a snapshot of a sample tax bill. Note that
only 11.46% or $1,031 of the sample tax bill goes to the Village of
Western Springs. The Village uses these dollars to fund day-to-day
operations including, but not limited to, public safety, public works,
and community development.

The Board of Trustees will continue to work to establish short-term
and long-term plans to address the Village’s aging infrastructure and
water issues. The goal is to consistently provide residents with the
clear water they expect and deserve. They will also advocate with
local, regional, state, and national representatives to ensure that the
needs and concerns of residents are addressed.
In a community of volunteers, it should come as no surprise that many
residents volunteer their time and considerable expertise by serving on
commissions that advise the Board on a myriad of issues. Their studied
advice is an important part of our decision-making process, and the
Village is truly fortunate to have this large pool of experts to draw
from. Residents interested in joining a commission are encouraged to
visit the Village website and complete an online application.
Beginning in January 2018, I will hold regular office hours at Village
Hall from 2–4 p.m. on Tuesdays. Please stop by and say hello!
On behalf of the Board of Trustees and Village Staff, I wish you all a
happy and healthy New Year.
Sincerely,

Village President

Join Us for NEAT Cleanup Day 2018!
The Neighborhood Environmental Appearance Team (NEAT) is an organization that was created in 1986 as a subcommittee of the Western
Springs Architectural and Appearance Commission in preparation for the Village’s Centennial celebration. NEAT organized its first workday
on April 19, 1986, and continues to plan an annual one-day event in which community groups and families join together to clean litter and
debris from public areas and parks of the Village.
NEAT Cleanup Day 2018 will be held on Saturday, April 14, with a rain date of Sunday, April 15. All residents and youth groups are
invited to help rid the Village of winter debris and litter. This is a great service project! Groups should preregister so that appropriate work
sites can be assigned. Check-in and registration will take place on April 14 at the Recreation Center (1500 Walker) between 8 a.m.
and noon. Please bring rakes, brooms, and gloves to your group’s assigned site for the cleanup. For further information, please
contact Sue Klein at 708-246-2970 or sklein518@me.com, or call the Recreation Center at 708-246-9070.
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Western Springs Business News
Fitness Options Increase as Treadfit Comes to Garden Market

Treadfit owner Jenny Harkins
is bringing her unique cardio
and strength training classes
to a new fitness studio in
Garden Market shopping mall.

An innovative fitness facility called Treadfit is scheduled to open in Garden Market this February. Treadfit will offer
cardio and strength training classes limited to 15 participants so that instructors can provide workouts tailored
to each participant. The 50-minute Treadfit workout includes anaerobic exercise on the treadmill combined with
full body strength training. “Every client will work at their own pace and ability level,” Treadfit owner Jenny
Harkins explains. “The strength training portion will be different in each class based on the instructor.” The first
Treadfit opened in 2015 in the Beverly neighborhood of Chicago where Harkins lives. She developed the program
while working to improve her own fitness and strength to compete in long-distance running. The success of that
venture prompted Harkins to bring the concept to Western Springs. “The demographics in Western Springs
are ideal,” she says. “I believe the facility will have a vibe very similar to its counterpart in Beverly.” The new
location will offer classes on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday at a variety of times throughout the day.
Clients can purchase a monthly membership or buy packages for a specific number of classes, and the facility will
offer participants their first class for free. To learn more, visit www.treadfitwesternsprings.com.

New Veterinary Practice Opening Soon in Western Springs

Veterinarian Dr. Ernesto Perez stands outside his
building at 905 W. 55th Street where extensive
renovation is underway. The Animal Hospital
of Western Springs will open in March.

A new animal hospital will open this spring at 905 W. 55th Street. Operated by Dr. Ernesto
Perez, a licensed veterinarian with 20 years of experience, the Animal Hospital of Western
Springs will occupy the former site of Boone Animal Hospital, which moved to a new facility
this year. Modernization of the building will include a remodeled and enlarged waiting room,
a fire sprinkler system, new carpeting, and new lighting, paint, and countertops. “The waiting
room was built 50 years ago,” Dr. Perez explains. “We want to make it more welcoming for
people and pets.” Dr. Perez, a 1994 graduate of the University of Illinois School of Veterinary
Medicine, will treat patients full-time at the Western Springs facility with office hours six
days a week and evening hours on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. “I am so excited about
Western Springs and the area,” he said. “I live nearby and I am familiar with the community
and how important animals are to their owners.” The animal hospital is currently developing
its website and it will be available shortly at www.animalhospitalofwesternsprings.com.

On the Move
...And Moving In

• Smallcakes owner Bill Christensen expects to open his gourmet
cupcake shop in late January in Garden Market shopping mall.
Smallcakes will serve free samples at a soft opening scheduled for
the third week in January. The franchise bakes cupcakes daily onsite
and offers signature favorites and daily specials as well as providing
custom orders for any occasion. Smallcakes Western Springs will also
be sponsoring Young Hearts for Life heart screenings for high school
students in April.

Foxford Station
• Construction progress on the downtown area’s newest building,
Foxford Station, will continue throughout the winter months as
masonry work around the building is completed. Weather permitting,
the contractor will focus on the installation of a precast deck and
columns for the second level above the parking garage. Foxford Station
is a 28-unit luxury condominium building located at the southeast
corner of Wolf Road and Burlington Avenue. For more information,
visit www.foxfordstation.com.

Springdale Eye Care
• Dr. Tanya Halikias will open a new family eye care clinic this spring at the northwest corner of Wolf Road and 55th Street. The clinic will
utilize the latest advanced technology to manage general vision, eye conditions, and eye diseases. The optical boutique will offer a wide variety of
frames and well as in-house laboratory services and finishing. A complete modernization of the interior is underway that will keep up with today’s
technology while still retaining the charm and elegance of the building’s exterior. For updates on the clinic, visit www.springdaleeye.com.
V I L L A G E
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Park District
Happenings

2018 Program/Events Scheduled
There are many exciting programs and events to look forward to
in 2018. To see the upcoming programs visit www.wsparks.org
and www.facebook.com/wsparkdistrict for updates and specific
information, or contact Barb Kartzmark (Program Coordinator) at
708-246-4225, ext. 1 or bkartzmark@wsprings.com with questions.
The year will commence with a Spring Rock Park Playground
Meeting on Thursday, January 4, at 5:30 p.m. and will take place at
4400 Central Avenue.
2018 Offerings include:
Chili cook-off (Saturday, February 24)
“Selfie” Wellness Program: A 90-Day Challenge
(begins March 1)
Easter Candy Hunt (Saturday, March 31)
16” Men’s softball adult leagues
(spring league begins May 22, fall league begins August 7)
Picnic in the Park (Friday, June 1)
Pickle ball leagues
“Sip and Shop” (craft beer and craft show)
Teen Night at SRP
Camping under the stars
Movies in the parks (once/month June through October)

Stay tuned for more information!

Scooper
Regulations
Dog owners are reminded that when venturing off of their
property with their four-legged companions, consideration
must be observed for the property of their neighbors,
churches, schools, and public areas. Whenever a dog is
away from its own yard, its owner must carry a device for
removing any excrement. The device may be as simple as
a paper towel or plastic bag. Without a removal
device, owners are in violation of a Village
ordinance and may be subject to a fine.
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= Find a Great Book!
The Thomas Ford Memorial Library is delighted to introduce “Readers’ Nook,” its newest reader service! Readers’ Nook
is an online source for book recommendations that consists of suggestions from Library staff members. Participants can
choose new books from sources with similar literary taste, or experiment with new advisors. Book recommendations
will be frequently updated as well as archived. The group of staff members pioneering this program include Brittany,
Heather, Jessica, Matt, Nancy, and Rachel, and will grow as more staff members join the panel.
The following is an excerpt from a staff profile, and exemplifies what participants will find in the Reader’s Nook:
Matt explains that he “likes books that challenge him, scare him, or make him look at the world in a new way.”
He also loves it when books build strong settings, atmospheres, or whole worlds. His recommendations include
books in these categories: All Time Favorites; Dark & Difficult Coming of Age; First Contact; and Hoopla Music
Hidden Gems.
To begin, visit www.fordlibrary.org/about/readers-nook. And that’s not all! There are many additional sources to
help readers choose great books. For more options and information, visit www.fordlibrary.org/adults/bookclub,
or stop by the library!

Trash Stickers
The Village would like to remind residents that information regarding
trash stickers can be found on the Village website at www.wsprings.com.
For questions, contact Jacqueline Dayhoff at 708-246-1800, ext. 100.

Winter Weather Health Tips
During this cold season, it is important to keep a few important tips in mind:
• Frostbite can occur in under a minute in extremely cold conditions. Blood blisters or areas that turn
white or blackish in color are signs that frostbite has occurred.
• It may seem counterproductive to drink water when it is cold outside. However, research from the Texas
Heart Center says that dehydration is a primary health threat during winter because individuals are not
as concerned with hydration as they are during the summer months.
• Being aware of the first signs of hypothermia, a condition that occurs when the body’s core temperature
drops under 95-degrees-Fahrenheit, can save a life. What may seem like an unrelated symptom
(i.e., dizziness, confusion, loss of color in the skin) may actually indicate hypothermia in cold temperatures.
• Remember to clear snow and ice from front stairs, driveways, walkways, eaves troves, and other
potentially hazardous areas to prevent injuries and unnecessary inconveniences to visitors and deliverymen.
• Prepare for snowfall and shoveling by doing some gentle stretches and layering up with warm clothing prior
to venturing outside. Always wear hats, mittens, and scarves in low temperatures. Pushing and shoveling
after a heavy snow fall is a strenuous activity; lift with the legs and not with the back, and beware of icy patches.

The Fire Department Needs Your Help!
In the event of a fire, the Western Springs Fire Department depends on access to fire hydrants throughout the town.
This can become especially problematic during the winter months when large amounts of snow pile up and bury
hydrants. The department has attached flags to fire hydrants to assist in identification of these hydrants when snow
accumulates. However, we are asking that Village residents help by adopting a hydrant located in front of or near
each home and clearing out any snow that may have buried it. After large snow events, the department will attempt
to clear as many hydrants as possible in target hazard areas. Any assistance from residents is greatly appreciated.
V I L L A G E
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Senior Services
Senior Center

It’s that time of year again…sign up for your Senior Center membership
today! Membership, which is administered on a calendar year basis, is
open to the general public and provides participation in activities and
events geared specifically toward the interests of older adults.
• Gold level membership is $40/residents, $50/nonresidents, and
includes all activities including unlimited exercise and other
classes. Taxi coupons are also available at this level.
• Silver level membership is $30/residents, $40/nonresidents, and
includes all activities except exercise and other classes. Taxi
coupons are also available at this level.
• Bronze level membership is $10/residents, $20/nonresidents, and
includes library events, movie rentals, and movies only. No taxi
coupons are available at this level.
• Spouses are half-price at any membership level.
For more information, to download a membership form, or
view the activities/calendars stop by the Senior Center or visit
www.wsprings.com/seniors.

Exercise and Stay in Shape This Winter!
SeniorCise: This is an exercise class designed to meet the needs of
actual participants. Active and physically challenged/handicapped
participants alike will benefit from this program. Regular exercise is
free with Gold level membership. This class will be held Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 9:45–10:30 a.m.

Tai Chi: Frequently referred to as “walking meditation,” Tai Chi
is excellent for the mind and body. Regular Tai Chi classes and
exercise are free with Gold level membership. This class will be held
Wednesdays and Fridays from 1–2:15 p.m.

Classes and Events to Exercise the Mind!
Join us for classes covering a variety of topics! Classes are free with
Gold level membership.

Live and Learns: Seniors with unique experiences share those
experiences in an informal setting with refreshments. Information on
both senior living and life experiences will be shared.

Seniors Club
Regular Meeting: On Monday, January 8, at 1 p.m. in the
Recreation Center, “Amazing Mike” will stage a performance using
many different instruments designed to delight listening ears. All
seniors are welcome to attend.
Anniversary Lunch: On Monday, February 12, at noon, the
Senior Club will host its 38th anniversary catered luncheon at the
Recreation Center. Entertainment by Heather Braoudakis will be
provided. The cost is $10 and reservations are required.
Special Performance: On Wednesday, February 21 at 11 a.m.,
Senior Club members will meet in the lobby of Drury Lane to attend
a performance of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.
Visit the Senior Club section of the Western Springs Recreation
website for more information.
Residents interested in membership may pick up an application at
the January 8 meeting. Membership is $10 for residents and $15
for nonresidents. For membership forms and more club information,
visit www.wsprings.com/199/Recreation.

Recreation
Department
“Be Your Best” is the theme of the Recreation Department this year.
There are plenty of upcoming programs designed to help all participants
become their best selves! The 2018 winter/spring brochure is available
at www.wsprings.com/recreation. Residents can also pick up hard
copies at the Recreation Center, Grand Avenue Center, or Village Hall.
Please call the office with any questions at 708-246-9070.

Little Hoopers and Ballerz Basketball Classes: These
basketball skills and development programs are for participants
3–5 years old (Hoopers) and 6–9 years old (Ballerz) and will take
place Saturdays, January 20–February 24.
LTSC Mini Winter Soccer Academy:

This program is
for Pre–K/K and first/second-grade participants and will take place
Saturdays, January 13–February 10 (Pre–K/K) or February 17–
March 17 (first/second-grade).

Lunch and Learns: Join Senior Center members for lunch and an
educational program given by various service providers seeking to
share information about senior living.

Boys’ and Girls’ Lacrosse: This program teaches skills,
teamwork, dedication, and accomplishment. Registration for house
and travel leagues is open to first–eighth grade participants. Volunteer
coaches are needed and training is provided.

Bridge, Mahjongg, Canasta, Knitting, Library: These classes/activities
are ongoing. Schedules will be posted at www.wsprings.com/seniors.
These classes/activities and use of the library are free with Gold and
Silver level memberships.

Zumba:

Taxi Coupons: Please note that taxi coupons are temporarily
unavailable and will be available again in February 2018. Thank you
for your patience.

Holiday Closings: The Senior Center will be
closed for New Year’s Day (January 1), Martin
Luther King Day (January 15), and President’s
Day (February 19).
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“Let’s Go Girls!” Sports and Craft Camp: This program
is designed for participants 4–6 years old and will take place on
Tuesdays beginning January 9 from 1–2 p.m.
This dynamic exercise class will take place on Tuesdays
beginning in January at 9:30 a.m.

Little Sweetheart Dance: This dance for little sweethearts and
their dates will take place on Sunday, February 11, from 2–3:30 p.m.
at the Grand Avenue Gym.
Do you know someone who is looking for summer work?
The Recreation Department is accepting applications
for summer employment between
January and March. Visit
www.wsprings.com/jobs to
apply.

T

tower opics

Buckle Up Your Valentine
Sunday, February 11, 2018 | 8–11 a.m.

This child safety seat helped save this little girl’s life. It is important to make sure all child safety
seats are installed properly to ensure that they all have the same life-saving power!
The Western Springs Police Department is hosting its annual event to promote safe child car
seat and seatbelt usage.
On Sunday, February 11, car seat technicians will be assisting attendees on a first-come-first
serve basis. This event is open to residents and nonresidents.
This event is designed to promote questions and answers regarding child seat and seatbelt
usage. Questions can also be asked and answered via email. Those interested may contact
technicians at ahull@wsprings.com or aniezgoda@wsprings.com, or by calling 708-246-8540.

Explorer Post 740
The Western Springs Explorer Post 740 was founded in 1977. The post was created with the intent of providing an opportunity
for youth with an interest in law enforcement to learn about the law enforcement profession and develop positive relationships
with officers. Explorers receive instruction from experienced police officers called advisors, and they are eligible to participate
in police ride-alongs, radio training, and state/national competitions with other explorer posts. They also have the opportunity
to assist patrol officers with special events.
The Western Springs Police Explorer Program accepts girls and boys between 14–21 years old. All applicants must be eighth grade
graduates, must be of good moral character, and must have a strong interest in the law enforcement profession with no personal
criminal convictions. Explorers meet every three weeks at the Village Hall from 7–9 p.m. during the school year.
Interested individuals are asked to please fill out an application and return it to the Village of Western Springs. Applications can be found at
www.wsprings.com/DocumentCenter/View/64. For more information on the program, please contact Officer Arthur Hull at ahull@wsprings.com or
708-246-8540.

Fire Code Updates: Thank You from the WSFD
In October 2014, the Village adopted Ordinance 14-2767 to update building and fire codes throughout the
Village. This ordinance also required the installation of fire alarm systems or fire sprinkler systems in buildings
of various occupancy type including assembly, business, educational, multifamily, and mixed use. The ordinance
provided for a three-year compliance period commencing on January 1, 2015, and ending on January 1, 2018.
As the Village approaches the end of this three-year period, the Fire Department would like to thank all building
and business owners for their cooperation in installing these life safety systems in their buildings. In Western
Springs, many of the buildings are older and the downtown area is both historic and close in proximity. An
undetected building fire can be devastating to communities with these characteristics. Additionally, multifamily
occupancies lend the potential for an undetected fire in one unit to spread and damage other surrounding units.
Early detection of fires by a fire alarm system and early suppression of fires by a fire sprinkler system have
proven to save lives and minimize property damage. Thanks again to the business community for supporting the
installation of these life safety systems and working to make the community safer!

Volunteer Your Time and Talent
Volunteers are vital to the success of the BEDS mission. Working in teams, site volunteers staff our shelters throughout the night and serve meals at
dinnertime and breakfast. Volunteer cook teams prepare and deliver delicious meals together. Working from home, laundry volunteers help by
washing sheets and blankets. There are also administrative and fundraising roles available.
All new volunteers are required to attend one volunteer orientation. Orientations
are held the second Monday of each month beginning at 7 p.m. BEDS volunteers
find deep personal fulfillment through serving the homeless. If you are interested in
becoming a volunteer, contact volunteer@beds-plus.org or call 708-354-0858.
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Considering a Home
Improvement Project?
The Department of Community Development will guide you through the
process of a home improvement project and offers the following tips to
ensure a speedy building permit review process:
•
		
		
		

Apply early for building permits. If there are any issues with building
plans that require a variation or changes, these can be addressed well
before the construction season—allowing your project to start
construction as soon as possible.

• .
Read, ask questions, and understand the various building permit
		 related requirements. Guides are available at www.wsprings.com.
• Submit all necessary information required on the building permit
		 application form. The permit form and a guide are available at
		www.wsprings.com.
• Verify that each contractor has a valid Village license and provide full
		 information on each contractor.
For more information, contact the Department of
Community Development at 708-246-1800, ext. 180, or
tmcgann@wsprings.com.

Holiday Closings
for Village Services

Martin Luther King Day............Monday, January 15
President’s Day...........................Monday, February 19

Holiday Refuse Pick-up Schedule
Refuse is not affected by these holidays.

