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INTRODUCTION 

TRAFFIC SAFETY 

The Village of Western Springs’ population has increased by 7.8% since the 2010 census. As the 

population of Western Springs continues to grow, the resulting effect in the Village has been a permanent 

increase in young families, more cars per family; more bicycle and pedestrian traffic; commuters; and a 

more robust downtown business district.  

Adding to our community-related challenges of traffic safety, we have Interstate 294, which borders 

the west side of the Village, and Interstate 55 to the south of the Village. Ogden Avenue is the busiest 

street in the Village, with daily traffic counts close to 30,000 vehicles. Ogden Avenue proceeds in a 

northeast direction to its eastern end in Chicago. The other major roadways in the Village include Wolf 

Road, Gilbert Avenue, 47th Street, and 55th Street. Greater traffic volume on roadways, particularly 

during rush hour, leads to traffic complaints from residents for speeding vehicles, reckless driving, and 

other related violations. When roads become congested, motorists exploit side streets as shortcuts. This 

is particularly concerning during school hours because distracted motorists can put children at risk by 

speeding and driving carelessly through school zones.  

Previously, a primary concern raised by our citizens was the pedestrian crossing from Woodland 

Avenue across Ogden Avenue to the Bemis Woods Forest Preserve. Daily traffic volumes as high as they 

are; pedestrians and cyclists did not feel safe crossing four lanes of high volume traffic with the existing 

crosswalk. Therefore, the pedestrian crosswalk was repainted and pedestrian warning lights were 

installed to increase visibility and safety. There are also plans in place to extend a pathway from the 

Bemis Woods entrance to the Ogden Avenue and Wolf Road intersection. 

Even with the economy in recovery, gas prices continue to fluctuate, resulting in a lasting growth of 

commuters riding the train to and from the city. Our downtown business district is bisected by the 

Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad tracks with anywhere from 130 - 145 trains going through town 

daily. Consequently, more pedestrians and cyclists cross busy roadways in order to access the Train 

Depot. This sets up a distinctive traffic safety hazard for the Village. 

In 2018, we were able to reach full staffing at 21 officers. However, close to the first half of the year, 

our two new officers were in their Field Training Program. This caused our Field Training Officers to be 

limited in their activities, which affected their enforcement effectiveness within the department. 

Therefore, we had to keep evaluating and revising our plans, goals, and objectives to ensure our 

resources were used effectively.  

SOLUTIONS TO TRAFFIC SAFETY DILEMMAS 

The Western Springs Police Department takes an anticipatory approach to identify traffic safety 

predicaments and employing solutions. Since his promotion in 2017, Deputy Chief Daniel Albrecht has 

been the department’s Traffic Safety Coordinator. He coordinates with NHTSA and IDOT to decide on 

what areas to target violations for occupant protection, distracted driving, and impaired driving. The 

Traffic Safety Coordinator analyzes data assembled from citizen complaints, traffic surveys, crash 

reports, and Department statistics. With this data, the Coordinator then disseminates Directed Patrols 

through Frontline Public Safety Solutions web portal.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago
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SOLUTIONS TO TRAFFIC SAFETY DILEMMAS (CONTINUED) 

 Directed Patrols are locations in town that have a high number of vehicle crashes or have a high 

number of resident complaints. Shift Supervisors and Patrol Officers then provide an increased presence 

and focus on special traffic enforcement efforts in these problem areas.  These requests are documented 

through Frontline’s dedicated online web portal. 

 One solution to speed-related safety issues in our Department is to deploy our four Speed Sentry 

Shield Signs and one radar trailer at Directed Patrol locations throughout town. The speed signs are used 

primarily to alert passing motorists of their vehicle’s speed as compared to the posted speed limit in that 

area. The signs are used almost daily throughout the year, weather permitting. 

One of the Western Springs Police Department’s main priorities is its ongoing effort to enhance 

voluntary compliance with public information and education. In 2018, our efforts were focused on 

occupant protection, impaired driving, distracted driving, speeding, railroad violations, pedestrian safety, 

and bicycle safety infractions. To achieve this, we started at the Police Department with different types of 

Roll Call Training and expanded into the community. We have strong partnerships with our high school, 

elementary schools, local PTO and PTA’s, Senior Services, local newspapers; The Doings, and Patch, 

and local businesses.  

 The Department participates in a number of different safety initiatives. We participated in a 

number of campaigns relating to impaired driving, distracted driving, and seat belt violations including 

St. Patrick’s Day and Thanksgiving Holiday “Click it or Ticket and Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over,” and 

the Labor Day "Click It Or Ticket Campaign.” We participate in “Buckle Up Your Valentine” and “Seat 

Check Saturday.” We participated in “Illinois Rail Safety” campaign and lastly, we conducted Distracted 

Driving enforcement in April, and a Speed detail in September. 

 As with the start of every year, in 2018, we reevaluated our traffic safety programs internally, then 

reached out to other departments to see what has been successful and what can be incorporated here. 

Moving forward, we will use every opportunity to partner with other agencies. We also collaborated with 

“Operation Lifesaver,” and “Police on Board for Rail Safety.” to help educate the public. 

 Throughout the year, we constantly reinforce the importance of achieving our departmental goals 

in relation to traffic safety by updating the Village social media accounts. With social media becoming an 

everyday fixture in citizen’s lives, we utilize the police department’s webpage, Facebook, and Twitter 

pages to update our community with traffic safety-related information and tips.  

CONCLUSION 

 The Western Springs Police Department understands that focusing entirely on traffic enforcement 

is not enough. Our community insists on an exceptional level of involvement and accountability from the 

Police Department. As a Department, we continue to respond to the needs of our residents and seek 

solutions to current and future challenges. The pages that follow illustrate how we have succeeded as a 

Department throughout the year, and more importantly, what we have accomplished as a community; to 

work toward the evolving challenges of traffic safety in our strive to prevent injuries and save lives.  
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I. POLICY & GUIDELINES 

OFFICER SAFETY BELT USE POLICY 

 The Western Springs Police Department has a clear, articulated policy in reference to officer 

safety belt use. Safety belts are the most effective means of reducing death or serious injury when 

involved in a traffic crash. In 2018, the Western Springs Police Department adjusted our seat belt general 

order by eliminating the exception for police personnel. Now, police personnel are also required to wear 

a properly fitted safety belt. This policy is outlined below on pages 3 - 4 of General Order OP502. 

SUBJECT: PATROL 

Issue Date: December 22, 2003 

Revised Date: December 9, 2018 

Western Springs Police Officers Buckle Up Every Time!  
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I. POLICY & GUIDELINES 

TRANSPORTING DETAINEES BY VEHICLE POLICY 

 The Western Springs Police Department has an established policy for safety belt use when 

transporting a detainee in a police vehicle. This policy states that a detainee shall be secured with a safety 

belt in the rear passenger compartment. Our policy is outlined below on page 3 of General Order OP518.  

 

SUBJECT: DETAINEE TRANSPORTATION 

Issue Date: January 6, 2004 

Revised Date: July 24, 2012 
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I. POLICY & GUIDELINES 

TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT ACTION POLICY 

 The Western Springs Police Department has clear policies and guidelines relating to traffic 

enforcement. To demonstrate our commitment to excellence, we administer aggressive enforcement of 

safety belts, child passenger safety restraints, impaired driving, and speeding violations. On page 3 of 

General Order OP511, it states that all officers are to enforce each traffic violation witnessed or reported 

to them. The pages to follow will highlight our policies and guidelines specific to our target areas. 

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT 

Issue Date: January 6, 2004 

Revised Date: July 24, 2012 
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I. POLICY & GUIDELINES 

SAFETY BELT ENFORCEMENT POLICY 

 The Western Springs Police Department’s policy for making safety belt enforcement a priority is 

outlined below on page 9 of General Order OP511. It states that all personnel will make it a priority to 

strictly enforce all occupant restraint laws. 

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT 

Issue Date: January 6, 2004 

Revised Date: July 24, 2012 
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I. POLICY & GUIDELINES 

CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY RESTRAINT ENFORCEMENT POLICY 

 The Western Springs Police Department’s policy making child safety restraint enforcement a 

priority is outlined below on pages 1 - 2 of General Order OP516. It states all personnel are directed to 

ensure the safety of a child by taking appropriate action if a violation is observed. 

SUBJECT: CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY 

Issue Date: January 6, 2004 

Revised Date: May 25, 2007 

Police general order 

pertaining to child safety seat 

enforcement. 
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I. POLICY & GUIDELINES 

IMPAIRED DRIVING AND SPEED ENFORCEMENT POLICIES 

 The Western Springs Police Department’s policy prioritizing making impaired driving and speed 

enforcement a priority is outlined below on pages 12 - 13 of General Order OP511. We recognize that 

impaired drivers, drivers exceeding the posted speed limit, or driving too fast for conditions, are the most 

causes of traffic crashes. Therefore, a high priority is placed on the enforcement of such violations. 

SUBJECT: TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT 

Issue Date: January 6, 2004 

Revised Date: July 24, 2012 
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I. POLICY & GUIDELINES 

ADDITIONAL DUI ENFORCEMENT POLICY 

 The Western Springs Police Department’s additional DUI Enforcement and Processing policy is 

outlined below on page 1 of General Order OP526.  

 

SUBJECT: DUI ENFORCEMENT 

Issue Date: January 15, 2004 

Revised Date: May 19, 2008 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=E6kOCSBCw0f_pM&tbnid=jc6aepemgOEB8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.glogster.com%2Fcoreyman%2Fdrunk-driving%2Fg-6mg2m568nlgeak07vcuj6rf&ei=Flz4UqaNC67iyAHJ0YGwDQ&bvm=
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I. POLICY & GUIDELINES 

CHIEF’S TRAFFIC INITIATIVE PRESS RELEASE - Guideline for DUI and Seat Belt 

 On March 13, 2018, Deputy Chief Daniel Albrecht sent a Memorandum to all police personnel 

reminding everyone to continue proactive enforcement efforts with a special emphasis on impaired 

driving and seat belt violations. 
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I. POLICY & GUIDELINES 

CHIEF’S SAFETY MEMORANDUM - Guideline for DUI, Seat Belt, Speed Enforcement  

 On December 29, 2017, Chief Brian Budds sent a Memorandum to all police personnel directing 

everyone to continue being proactive in our efforts to enforce all impaired driving, seat belt, and 

speeding violations so we can continue to keep the Village of Western Springs safe. 
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I. POLICY & GUIDELINES 

2018 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES - Guidelines for Traffic Enforcement 

 The Western Springs Police Department’s goals and objectives for 2018; relating to traffic 

enforcement, are outlined below. These goals are set by Traffic Safety Coordinator, Deputy Chief Daniel 

Albrecht and approved by Chief Brian Budds. Our goals are to increase traffic safety in the Village by 

increasing seat belt enforcement, speed enforcement, distracted driving, and impaired driving violations.  
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I. POLICY & GUIDELINES 

SHIFT GOALS - Guidelines for Traffic Enforcement 

 Below is an example of our Frontline Directed Patrol  requests. These requests can be entered by 

staff due to citizen complaints or Sergeants can create their own requests as part of their monthly Shift 

Goals or the Departments yearly goals. 

 

Photos (below): Examples of the Frontline Direct Patrol requests. 
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I. POLICY & GUIDELINES 

SHIFT GOALS - Guidelines for Traffic Enforcement 

 Below are examples of the Shift Goals the Sergeants set throughout the year. The emphasis is on 

speed, railroad, seat belt, impaired, and distracted driving violations. Sergeants develop monthly shift 

goals for their personnel, specific to a one month cycle.  
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I. POLICY & GUIDELINES 

SHIFT GOALS - Guidelines for Traffic Enforcement 

 Below are examples of the Shift Goals the Sergeants set throughout the year. The emphasis is on 

speed, railroad, seat belt, impaired, and distracted driving violations. Sergeants develop monthly shift 

goals for their personnel, specific to a one month cycle.  

 



II. OFFICER TRAINING 
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 The Western Springs Police Department has an obligation to provide professional and efficient 

law enforcement services to the community. Through training, the Department provides the education 

needed to develop, support, and advance the skills and expertise of each member of the Police 

Department. The Department’s training includes, but is not limited to schools and seminars, video-based 

training, training bulletins, a thorough review of policies and general orders, and online and in-service 

training. Officers are trained in four target areas annually, occupant protection, impaired driving, 

distracted driving, and speed enforcement. With budgets being tight, we focus a lot on in-house Roll Call 

training to keep officers informed on what changes are being made to the law and to refresh their 

previous training. 

 The Western Springs Police Department is comprised of the Chief of Police, Deputy Chief, 4 

Sergeants, 2 Detectives, 1 High School Resource Officer, 1 Crime Prevention Officer, and 11 Patrol 

Officers. In 2018, 100% of Patrol Officers received updates, new training, or are currently up to date in 

occupant protection, speed enforcement, and impaired driving detection and apprehension. Additionally, 

all of our sworn officers received various forms of other traffic safety-related training. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Command Staff attending a training update on 

changes to Illinois laws. 

Officers conducting traffic enforcement training 

at the Suburban Law Enforcement Academy. 
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2018 Occupant Protection Training  Length Date # Of Officers % Of Officers 

in Compliance 

Roll Call Training: General Orders OP516 

Child Passenger Safety; OP518 Transporting 

Detainees in Vehicles; OP502 Seat Belts; 

OP511 Enforcement of Occupant Restraint 

Laws 

30 minutes 01/2018 15 (Patrol) 

21 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

100% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: Child Passenger Protection 

Act Refresher 

30 minutes 01/2018 15 (Patrol) 

21 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

100% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: Illinois Occupant 

Protection Laws 

15 minutes 04/2018 15 (Patrol) 

21 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

100% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: Seat Belt  30 minutes 06/2018 15 (Patrol) 

21 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

100% (Sworn) 

In-service training: Child Safety Seat Refresher 

by Officers Hull and Niezgoda (CPS Techs). 

Review of General Order OP516, Child 

Restraint Laws, how to recognize a properly 

installed child seat, and how to install and 

transport a child. 

45 minutes - 1 

hour 

09/2018 15 (Patrol) 

21 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

100% (Sworn) 
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2018 Speed Enforcement Training Length Date # Of Officers % Of Officers 

Roll Call Training: General Order OP511 

Traffic Enforcement, Speed-Measuring 

Devices. 

10-15 minutes 01/2018 15 (Patrol) 

21 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

100% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: LASER / LIDAR 

Refresher 

45 minutes 03/2018 

07/2018 

15 (Patrol) 

21 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

100% (Sworn) 

In-Service Training: Speed Sentry Signs by 

Supervisor Strafaci Refresher 

30 minutes 05/2018 15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

The Police Law Institute Illinois Monthly 

Legal Update & Review Lesson: Vehicle 

Stops 

30 minutes - 1 

hour 

06/2018 15 (Patrol) 

21 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

100% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: Police Traffic Radar 

Training Refresher: Radar operation by 

Certified Radar Trainer Sgt. Rourke, training 

focus on accurate identification of offending 

vehicle and operation of units 

30 minutes 07/2018 15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: Update on Speed 

Enforcement 

30 minutes 08/2018 15 (Patrol) 

21 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

100% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: Misdemeanor Speeding 

Refresher 

15 minutes 11/2018 15 (Patrol) 

21 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

100% (Sworn) 



II. OFFICER TRAINING 
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2018 Impaired Driving Training Length Date # Of Officers % Of Officers in 

NEMRT: Drugged Driver Detection  24 hours 04/18 

08/18 

3 20% (Patrol) 

NEMRT: Breathe Alcohol Testing  24 hours 04/18 

07/18 

3 20% (Patrol) 

NEMRT: SFST Refresher Training 8 hours 11/2018 1 6.7% (Patrol) 

NEMRT: Basic DUI Enforcement 8 hours 08/18 1 6.7% (Patrol) 

ILETSB: Comprehensive DUI 

Awareness 

8 hours 11/2018 1 6.7% (Patrol) 

ISP: Breath Analysis Operator Re-

Certification 

2 hours 09/2018 

09/2018 

3 20% (Patrol) 
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2018 Impaired Driving Training Length Date # Of Officers % Of Officers in 

Roll Call Training: DUI / FST / PBT 

review 

30 minutes 03/2018  15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: General Order 

OP526, DUI Review 

45 minutes 06/2018 15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: DUI—Field Tests 15 - 30 

minutes 

06/2018 15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: DUI Enforcement 30 minutes 07/2018 15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: DUI Flow Chart 

Review, Alcohol, Drugs, zero 

tolerance, commercial drivers, and 

accidents 

45 minutes 07/2018 15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

The Police Law Institute Illinois 

Monthly Legal Update & Review 

Lesson: Anonymous Tips about 

Danger; DUI—Basis for Stop 

1 hour 08/2018 15 (Patrol) 

21 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

100% (Sworn) 

In-service Training: DUI Refresher 

conducted by each shift’s patrol Sgt. 

Includes identifying a DUI stop, 

performance of FST’s and arrest 

1 hours 09/2018 15 (Patrol) 

18 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

85% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: Breathalyzer 

Information 

15 - 30 

minutes 

12/2018 15 (Patrol) 

18 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

85% (Sworn) 
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2018 Roll Call Training # Of Officers % Of Officers in Compliance 

Roll Call Training: Street Stops 15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: Felony Stops 15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: Pedestrian 

Crossings 

15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: DUMEG Drug 

Enforcement 

15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: ILCS 12-610 

Electronic Communication Review 

15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: School Zones 15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: Railroad Crossings 15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: Underage Drinking 15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: High Risk Vehicle 

Stops 

15 (Patrol) 

19 (Sworn) 

100% (Patrol) 

90% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: IVC Refresher 14 (Patrol) 

18 (Sworn) 

93% (Patrol) 

85% (Sworn) 

Roll Call Training: Traffic Arrests 14 (Patrol) 

18 (Sworn) 

93% (Patrol) 

85% (Sworn) 

Web Based Training Course: Illinois 

Vehicle Code Violation Scenarios 

14 (Patrol) 

18 (Sworn) 

93% (Patrol) 

85% (Sworn) 

The Police Law Institute Illinois 

Monthly Legal Update & Review 

Lesson: Investigations During Traffic 

14 (Patrol) 

18 (Sworn) 

93% (Patrol) 

85% (Sworn) 

NEMRT: Traffic Crash Investigation: 

Level  2 

1 (Patrol) 6% (Sworn) 
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2018 TRAFFIC SAFETY TRAINING CERTIFICATES  
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2018 Roll Call Training Logs  
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2018 Roll Call Training Logs  
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AWARDS/RECOGNITION 

 The Western Springs Police Department values the importance of acknowledging and 

recognizing the accomplishments and/or actions of the members of the department for exceptional 

performance, achievements, and acts of service. On May 19, 2008, the department added the Special 

Enforcement Recognition to General Order P408. Every year these awards are given to members of the 

department for outstanding achievement in the categories of seat belt, child safety seat, speed, and DUI 

enforcement. The awards are presented in the form of a award certificate and a gift card. 

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 

AWARD FOR: 

CHILD SAFETY BELT /  SEAT BELT 

ENFORCEMENT 

RAILROAD ENFORCEMENT 

Photo: Officer William Romanow 

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 

AWARD FOR: 

SPEED ENFORCEMENT 

Photo: Officer Sean O’Loughlin 



III. INCENTIVES & RECOGNITION 

26 

AWARDS/RECOGNITION 

 The Western Springs Police Department values the importance of acknowledging and 

recognizing the accomplishments and/or actions of the members of the department for exceptional 

performance, achievements, and acts of service. On May 19, 2008, the department added the Special 

Enforcement Recognition to General Order P408. Every year these awards are given to members of the 

department for outstanding achievement in the categories of seat belt, child safety seat, speed, and DUI 

enforcement. The awards are presented in the form of a award certificate and a gift card. 

  

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 

AWARD FOR: 

DISTRACTED DRIVING 

Photo: Officer Sara Magnuson 

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

FOR: 

DUI ENFORCEMENT 

Photo: Officer Meagan McPherson 
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STATISTICAL REPORT 

 The Statistical Report recognizes officers for tickets, citation statistics, top 3 officers for adult 

custodial arrests, top 3 officers for certain traffic contacts, top 3 officers for officer initiated activity, 

quarterly crash data, top crash locations, and other items of interest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Department statistics during 

2018 



III. INCENTIVES & RECOGNITION 

28 

STATISTICAL REPORT CONTINUED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Officer recognition for traffic 

citations and adult arrests.  

Officer recognition for traffic 

contacts and crash report 

data  
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STATISTICAL REPORT CONTINUED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top crash locations and interesting 

statistics during 2018 
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AAIM AWARD RECOGNITION 

 In 2018, the Alliance Against Intoxicated Motorists (AAIM) recognized two of our officers for their 

DUI enforcement and helping keep our roads safe. The awards were presented to: 

Sergeant John Piest 

Officer Michael Belcastro 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR HOME SAFETY AND SECURITY REPORT ON THE 50 SAFEST 

CITIES IN ILLINOIS 

National Council for Home Safety and Security report in February detailing the 50 safest cities in Illinois. 

Western Springs was awarded first (1) place. 
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2018 NICHE REPORT ON THE 100 BEST PLACES TO LIVE IN ILLINOIS 

NICHE report in March detailing the 50 safest cities in Illinois. Western Springs was awarded fourth (4) 

place. 
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2018 HOMESNACKS REPORT ON THE BEST SUBURBS IN ILLINOIS FOR 2018 

Homesnacks report in February detailing the 50 safest cities in Illinois. Western Springs was awarded 

first (1) place. 
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2018 BUSINESS INSIDER RANKING OF BEST SUBURBS IN AMERICA 
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2018 HOMESNACKS OTHER RANKINGS FOR WESTERN SPRINGS ILLINOIS 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION EFFORTS  

 Members of the Western Springs Police Department place high importance on public information 

and education in an effort to increase voluntary compliance. They are involved in many different safety 

groups and safety commissions including staff liaison to the Western Springs Transportation and Safety 

Commission, Illinois Crime Prevention Association, Operation Lifesaver, and Illinois Association of 

Technical Accident Investigators. Active involvement in these organizations is an integral part of our 

overall traffic safety efforts. 

 In 2018, the emphasis of our efforts was centered on occupant protection, impaired driving, 

speeding, railroad safety, distracted driving, and bicycle safety. To accomplish this, we started here at the 

Police Department and expanded into the community. We have strong partnerships with the high school, 

elementary, and middle schools, local PTO and PTA’s, Senior Services, local newspapers The Doings 

and our local Patch, along with our local businesses. The Department participated in the Labor Day, 

“Click It Or Ticket” Campaigns, St. Patrick’s Day, and Thanksgiving Holiday, “Drive Sober or Get 

Pulled Over” and “Click It or Ticket” campaigns. We also participated in “Buckle Up Your Valentine” 

and “Seat Check Saturday.” We conducted speed enforcement and distracted driving details and we 

conducted separate railroad safety campaigns. We also continued with our annual Safety Village and 

Illinois Rail Safety campaigns. 

 Our residents visit the Western Springs Police Department and Village Lobby each day. This 

presents us the opportunity to provide educational materials that are targeted to our traffic safety 

initiatives. The village office is across the hall from the police lobby window and they help promote our 

cause by displaying posters and having additional pamphlets available at their assistance window.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   

 

(Photos) Educational pamphlets and posters in the Western Springs Police Department Lobby. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION EFFORTS  

TELEVISION IN THE VILLAGE AND POLICE DEPARTMENT LOBBY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

Every 40 minutes, approximately 20 hours a day, channel 6 shows slides relating to train safety. These 

were shown throughout 2018, approximately 12,000 times or close to 30 times a day. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION EFFORTS  

MAY / JUNE 2018 TOWER TOPICS GOING OVER CURFEW LAWS 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE HIGH SCHOOL - LYONS TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH 

CAMPUS 

 The Western Springs Police Department has been working jointly with Lyons Township High 

School (LTHS) District 204 since 1954. The junior and the senior north campus is located in LaGrange. 

The LTHS freshman and the sophomore south campus is located in Western Springs along with the 

Driver’s Education Department. There is a School Resource Officer (SRO) assigned to the high school 

full time. This officer helps promote driver safety through the Driver’s Education program by speaking to 

the students about safety belt usage, obeying the speed laws, driving with your full attention on the 

roadway, and impaired driving. The SRO participates in all of the in-school and after-school events 

including sporting events, dances, and pep rallies, while always promoting safety. She also puts out 

pamphlets and handouts relating to safety belt use, obeying the speed laws, distracted driving, and 

impaired driving.  
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

DISTRACTED DRIVING “IMPACT MOURNING PARENTS ACT” PAMPHLETS 

 Impact Safety Pamphlet handout and a contract between students and parents displayed and 

given out to students at the high school. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

DISTRACTED DRIVING “IMPACT MOURNING PARENTS ACT” CONTRACT 

 Impact Safety Pamphlet handout and a contract between students and parents displayed and 

given out to students at the high school. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

DISTRACTED DRIVING PARENT—TEEN DRIVING AGREEMENT CONTRACT 

 The American Academy of Pediatrics has a Parent-Teen Driving Agreement that we also handout 

to students and parents at the high school. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE HIGH SCHOOL  

OFFICERS TALK DRIVING SAFETY 

 

  

  

  

 

 

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE HIGH SCHOOL - EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 

 The SRO provides students with promotional literature. 

Ofc. Niezgoda talks driving, speeding, and bicycle safety At Lyons Township South Campus driver’s 

education classes. 



44 

IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

DISTRACTED DRIVING HANDOUTS AND PAMPHLETS 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

DISTRACTED DRIVING HANDOUTS AND PAMPHLETS 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE HIGH SCHOOL - ATHLETIC POLICY 

 LTHS Student Athletic/Activities Registration Form: Students participating in extracurricular 

activities at the high school must pledge to be alcohol and drug free and not engage in any form of 

objectionable behavior. Participants are also not allowed to be present where those actions occur. 

Consequences for violating this policy could involve the loss of participation in the extracurricular 

activity, suspension, community service hours, and/or substance abuse counseling. The disciplinary 

code is enforced on and off the high school campus. Below is a copy of the form.  
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE HIGH SCHOOL - ATHLETIC POLICY 

 LTHS Student Athletic/Activities Registration Form: Students participating in extracurricular 

activities at the high school must pledge to be alcohol and drug free and not engage in any form of 

objectionable behavior. Participants are also not allowed to be present where those actions occur. 

Consequences for violating this policy could involve the loss of participation in the extracurricular 

activity, suspension, community service hours, and/or substance abuse counseling. The disciplinary 

code is enforced on and off the high school campus. Below is a copy of the form.  

PARKING PERMIT POLICY 

 Students who are issued a south campus 

parking permit must adhere to the parking lot 

rules and/or safe driving practices. Failure to do 

so could result in loss of the parking permit with 

no refund issued. A copy of the policy is to the 

left. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PARTNERSHIP WITH THE HIGH SCHOOL - ATHLETIC POLICY 

 LTHS Student Athletic/Activities Registration Form: Students participating in extracurricular 

activities at the high school must pledge to be alcohol and drug free and not engage in any form of 

objectionable behavior. Participants are also not allowed to be present where those actions occur. 

Consequences for violating this policy could involve the loss of participation in the extracurricular 

activity, suspension, community service hours, and/or substance abuse counseling. The disciplinary 

code is enforced on and off the high school campus. Below is a copy of the form.  

PARKING PERMIT POLICY 

 Students who are issued a south campus 

parking permit must adhere to the parking lot 

rules and/or safe driving practices. Failure to do 

so could result in loss of the parking permit with 

no refund issued. A copy of the policy is to the 

left. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

YOUNG ADULT REMINDERS - WEBSITE INFORMATION 

 On the Western Springs Police Department’s website, there is a link for people to visit to learn 

more about zero tolerance, http://wsprings.com/189/Young-Adult-Reminders 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PARTNERSHIP WITH OUR SENIOR CITIZENS 

The Western Springs Police Department has readily available brochures for people concerned about 

driving with Alzheimer's or family members driving with it. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

THE DOINGS NEWSPAPER - POLICE BLOTTERS 

 It is the policy of the Western Springs Department to cooperate fully and impartially with the media 

in fulfilling its responsibility of informing the public of events within the Village that are handled by or 

involve the police department to the extent permitted by law or court order. On a weekly basis, The Doings 

and our local Patch newspaper runs police blotters about the Department’s arrests. Shown are two separate 

blotters about impaired driving. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

THE DOINGS NEWSPAPER - POLICE BLOTTERS 

 It is the policy of the Western Springs Department to cooperate fully and impartially with the media 

in fulfilling its responsibility of informing the public of events within the Village that are handled by or 

involve the police department to the extent permitted by law or court order. On a weekly basis, The Doings 

and our local Patch newspaper runs police blotters about the Department’s arrests. Shown is a reckless 

driving car accident. 

  

Article in THE DOINGS pertaining to a Reckless Driving arrest. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

THE DOINGS NEWSPAPER - POLICE BLOTTERS 

 It is the policy of the Western Springs Department to cooperate fully and impartially with the media 

in fulfilling its responsibility of informing the public of events within the Village that are handled by or 

involve the police department to the extent permitted by law or court order. On a weekly basis, The Doings 

and our local Patch newspaper runs police blotters about the Department’s arrests. Shown is a reckless 

driving car accident. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

Examples of Press Releases 

WESTERN SPRINGS PRESS RELEASES 

 As part of our public information and education efforts, the Western Springs Police Department 

sends out Press Releases on all of our traffic safety enforcement campaigns, new programs, and cam-

paign results. Below is a list of Press Releases from 2018, and can be found throughout this application. 

 

March 2018 - St. Patrick’s Day Press Release 

May 2018 - Police on Board for Rail Safety Press Release 

July 2018 - July 4th Holiday Press Release 

August 2018 - Labor Day Press Release 

September 2018 - Labor Day Press Release 

September 2018 - Rail Safety Week Press Release 

November 2018 - Thanksgiving Day Enforcement Press Release 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

TOWER TOPIC NEWSLETTERS 

 The Tower Topics is the official Newsletter of the Village of Western Springs. The publication is 

mailed out bi-monthly to approximately 4,800 residents. Each newsletter can also be found online at 

http://wsprings.com/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/315. The following articles were published 

throughout 2018 and may be found throughout this application: 

 

January/February 2018 - Buckle Up Your Valentine 

May/June 2018 - Western Springs Police Department Welcomes Two New Officers 

May/June 2018 - Click it or Ticket Campaign 

May/June 2018 - Crosswalk Safety 

July/August 2018 - National Night Out Against Crime 

September/October - 2018 Rail Safety Week 

September/October 2018 - Vehicle Burglary / Theft Prevention Tips 

 

Examples of Tower Topics Below 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY - WEBSITE INFORMATION  

 On the Western Springs Police Department’s website, there is a link for parent’s to visit to learn 

more about our child safety seat program, http://wsprings.com/176/Child-Passenger-Safety. The 

Western Springs Police Department has a very successful car safety seat program with 2 certified car 

safety seat technicians on duty. The program allows residents to come in for an appointment to meet 

with an officer to ensure they are installing their car seat correctly and all their questions relating to child 

safety seats are answered.  
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

CHILD SAFETY SEAT  

 The Western Springs Police Department has a very successful car safety seat program with 2 

certified car safety seat technicians on duty. The program allows residents to come in for an appointment 

to meet with an officer to ensure they are installing their car seat correctly and all their questions relating 

to child safety seats are answered.   

The Western Springs Police Department participated in the “SEAT CHECK SATURDAY” campaign on 

September 20, 2018.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ofc. Niezgoda and Ofc. Hull conducting checks for car seat safety on “Seat 

Check Saturday.” 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

 

BUCKLE UP YOUR VALENTINE TOWER TOPICS 

 For over a decade, the Western Springs Police Department participated in the “Buckle-Up Your 

Valentine” educational campaign during the week of February 11 - 17, 2018. The following was in the 

Village’s Tower Topics for January and February. 

Child Safety Seat Program Checklist Form 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

BUCKLE UP YOUR VALENTINE POSTER 

 For over a decade, the Western Springs Police Department participated in the “Buckle-Up Your 

Valentine” educational campaign during the week of February 11 - 17, 2018. The following poster was 

displayed in our local schools, pre-schools, daycares, Recreation Center, and the police and fire 

department.  
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

 CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY WEBSITE INFORMATION. 

 The Western Springs Police Department is a recognized car seat fitting location and can be found 

on the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration Website shown below. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

 CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY WEBSITE INFORMATION. 

 The Western Springs Police Department is a recognized car seat fitting location and Ofc. Hull is 

the contact person that can be found on the Safe Kids website shown below. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

“SEAT CHECK SATURDAY” (September 22, 2018) 

 The Western Springs Police Department participated in the “SEAT CHECK SATURDAY” 

campaign on September 22, 2018.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ofc. Niezgoda and Ofc. Hull conducting checks for car seat safety on “Seat 

Check Saturday.” 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

SAFETY BELT EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS - IL CHILD SAFETY BELT USE LAW PAMPHLETS 

 Handouts are available to the public at our service counter and are also distributed during our car 

seat inspection appointments, at our schools, pre-schools, daycares, special events, and upon request. 

The flyers and pamphlets also include: 

IL Safety Belt use Law Brochure 

IL Child Passenger Protection Act Palm Card 

Parents Guide to Rear Facing Seats Steps 1 and 2 

Parents Guide to Front Facing Seats Steps 3 and 4 

Take It To The Limit: Poster 

Where’s Baby Poster 

Child Restraints for Newborn Infants 

Trust Us, We’ve Got Your Child’s Back 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

SAFETY BELT EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS - IL SAFETY BELT USE LAW PAMPHLET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 The Western Springs Police Department also hands out or has readily available at the police 

department, our Educational Pamphlets in Foreign Languages. 

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

RADAR TRAILER/SPEED SENTRY SIGNS 

 The Western Springs Police Department has a new radar trailer and have four sentry speed signs 

that we use. The speed signs and trailer are used primarily to alert passing motorists to their vehicle’s 

speed as compared to the posted speed limit in that area. They are put in in school zones or locations 

where we have Directed Patrols. On the Western Springs Police Department’s website, there is a link for 

people to visit to learn more about the trailer, http://wsprings.com/184/Radar-Display-Signs-Truck-

Enforcement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos (below): Speed Sentry Signs. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

DIRECTED PATROL 

 Directed Patrols are locations that have a high number of speed related crashes or locations where 

we receive a high number of resident complaints. Below is an example of the Frontline Directed Patrols. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

SPEED RELATED EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 

                       PAMPHLETS                                        BOOKMARKS  
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

IMPAIRED DRIVING EDUCATIONAL HANDOUTS 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

IMPAIRED DRIVING EDUCATIONAL HANDOUTS 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

DISTRACTED DRIVING EDUCATIONAL HANDOUTS 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

 ST. PATRICK’S DAY (March 13, 2018) - PRESS RELEASE 

 The Western Springs Police Department Press Release from March 13, 2018, our department 

participated in a Mobilization Enforcement. The Press Release below was released by the Public 

Information Officer announcing our involvement in the “St. Patrick’s Day Campaign.” 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY NEWS MEDIA 

The DOINGS news report on our St. Patrick’s Day results. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

DISTRACTED DRIVING Classes 

Officer Hull conducted a Distracted Driving training class for LTHS students at the start of April 2018. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

THE DOINGS DISTRACTED DRIVING NEWS  
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

WESTERN SPRINGS NEWS  

 CLICK IT OR TICKET CAMPAIGN 

 The Western Springs Police Department noted in the March / April Tower Topics on our 

participation in the “Click It Or Ticket Campaign.” The Western Springs local area news outlets 

disseminate information on the police department’s traffic enforcement. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

Page 72 IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER AND CLICK IT OR TICKET CAMPAIGN  

(August 30, 2018) - PRESS RELEASE  

 The Press Release below was released by the Public Information Officer announcing our 

participation in the Labor Day Selective Traffic Enforcement Campaign. 



77 

IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER/CLICK IT OR TICKET LABOR DAY CAMPAIGN NEWS  
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

SPEED DETAIL ENFORCEMENT - PRESS RELEASE (July 23, 2018) 

 The Western Springs Police Department participated in a Special Traffic Enforcement Effort. On 

August 8, 2017 our department participated in the campaign. The Press Release below was disseminated 

by the Deputy Chief of Police announcing the Enforcement Effort. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

THE DOINGS SPEED ENFORCEMENT NEWS  
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

CLICK IT OR TICKET AND DRIVE SOBER HOLIDAY CAMPAIGN - MEMORANDUM  

(November 19, 2018) 

 The Western Springs Police Department received the Holiday Mobilization Grant which allowed 

us to increase our traffic enforcement. Through November 26, 2018, our department will participate in 

the holiday campaign. The Memorandum below was released by the Chief announcing our participation 

in the Traffic Campaign. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

DRIVE SOBER OR GET PULLED OVER/CLICK IT OR TICKET LABOR DAY CAMPAIGN NEWS  
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

CLICK IT OR TICKET AND DRIVE SOBER HOLIDAY CAMPAIGN - MEMORANDUM  

(December 29, 2017) 

 The Western Springs Police Department aggressively enforce violations of the law including 

impaired driving, seatbelt and child safety seat usage. The Memorandum below was released by the 

Chief of Police in regards to our enforcement. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

RAILROAD SAFETY and OPERATION LIFESAVER 

 Railroad safety is a matter of great importance to the Western Springs Police Department. There 

are three highway rail grade crossing along the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) line. Close to 170 

trains, including Metra’s commuter service runs through our Village each day. We have 4 quadrant gates 

at our 3 separate crossings and we also have 2 pedestrian crossings. Tracks can pose a serious safety 

concern when motorists and pedestrians do not obey the signals alerting them of a train approaching or 

leaving the station.  

 Starting in 2006, the Western Springs Police Department joined forces with Operation Lifesaver, a 

national, nonprofit public education program dedicated to ending traffic collisions, deaths, and injuries 

at grade crossing and along railroad right of ways.  
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

Gilbert Ave Crossing 

Grand Ave Crossing 

Wolf  Rd Crossing 

TRAIN AND PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS THROUGH TOWN 

Lawn Ave Crossing 

Clausen Ave Pedestrian Underpass 

Central Ave Pedestrian Walking PAth 



85 

IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PROMOTING TRAIN SAFETY THROUGH TOWER TOPICS AND CABLE CHANNEL 6 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PROMOTING TRAIN SAFETY THROUGH TOWER TOPICS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2018 TOWER TOPICS, “2018 Rail Safety 

Week 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

POLICE RAIL SAFETY PRESS RELEASE (SEPTEMBER 23, 2018) 

 The Western Springs Police Department coordinated a regional effort to reduce violations and 

collisions at all railroad crossings. This Press Release was handed out by the Public Information Officer 

in preparation for our 5th Annual “Illinois Rail Safety Week” Campaign. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION EFFORTS  

TELEVISION IN THE VILLAGE AND POLICE DEPARTMENT LOBBY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

Train Safety video in the Village lobby pointing out Train Statistics. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

RAILROAD SAFETY 

 Railroad safety is a matter of great importance to the Western Springs Police Department. There 

are three highway rail grade crossing along the Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) line. Close to 170 

trains, including Metra’s commuter service runs through our Village each day. In late 2017 the Village 

started reconstruction on the East Platform, which was completed in 2018. This remodel helped enhance 

pedestrian safety on the platform and the surrounding area. We also have Educational brochures to hand 

out. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

OPERATION LIFESAVER EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

RAILROAD SAFETY - WEBSITE 

 We utilize the Village website to promote Railroad Safety. This could be found at http://http://

wsprings.com/faq.aspx?qid=110. This reminds residents to be safe around train tracks and stresses that 

there are large fines that can be incurred if you are caught violating the signals indicating the approach of 

trains. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PROMOTING PEDESTRIAN SAFETY IN THE VILLAGE 

  

Pedestrian safety promoted with visible crosswalks, pedestrian signs, handouts, and school safety signs. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

PROMOTING PEDESTRIAN SAFETY THROUGH TOWER TOPICS 

 In the September/October 2018 Tower Topics issue, the Western Springs Police Department ran 

an article on “Back to School Safety Tips for Drivers,” and in the May/June 2018 Tower Topics issue the 

Western Springs Police Department ran an article on “Crosswalk Safety” reminding all motorists to take 

their time, abide by stop sign laws, and reduce distractions. Each newsletter can also be found on-line at 

http://www.wsprings.com/index.aspx?nid=98.  
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

CHILD SAFETY EDUCATION AT THE SCHOOLS 

 Photos (below): Different handouts below distributed to parents during the first week of school.  
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

STUDENT SAFETY PATROL - 4TH AND 5TH GRADE STUDENTS 

The Western Springs Police Department is a strong supporter of the safety patrol 

program and understands the important role it plays in helping keep kids safe when 

they walk or bike to school. The Student Safety Patrol Program provides training for 4th 

and 5th grade students reminding them of the rules learned in the classroom and to 

guide them in safe crossing and bus passenger procedures. They were reminded to look 

for cars before stepping out into the street and remembering to keep their stop sign 

high, where it is visible. Our patrollers are called the “Police of their Schools,” and they 

help keep their school community safe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CSO Strafaci teaches the new safety patrollers about 

crossing safety. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

WESTERN SPRINGS POLICE DEPARTMENT’S ADULT SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS 

 The Western Springs Police Department has 8 adult school crossing guards on staff. Adult school 

crossing guards play a very important role within the community; ensuring that children who walk or 

bike to school get across the street safely. They help children cross in 7 key locations throughout the 

Village near school zones. We increased our staffing and locations to better ensure the safety of the 

children.  
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

BICYCLE PATROL 

 During the summer months, our bicycle unit is visible throughout the Village. The officers do 

patrol, but also take the opportunity to stop and talk to kids about bicycle safety. Information about our 

bicycle patrol unit can be found on our website at http://www.wsprings.com/index.aspx?nid=174. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

BICYCLE REGISTRATION PROGRAM 

 Information about our bicycle registration program can be found on our website at http://http://

wsprings.com/175/Bicycle-Registration-Safety. There is a one-time fee of $5.00. Many times we find lost 

or stolen bicycles and if they are registered through the police department, it is easy for us to return them 

to the owner. We also offer bicycle safety tips on our website as seen below. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

BICYCLE REGISTRATION PROGRAM 

 Information about our bicycle registration program can be found on our website at http://http://

wsprings.com/175/Bicycle-Registration-Safety. There is a one-time fee of $5.00. Many times we find lost 

or stolen bicycles and if they are registered through the police department, it is easy for us to return them 

to the owner. We also offer bicycle safety tips on our website as seen below. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

BICYCLE SAFETY EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 

 All informational and educational materials are available at the police department, passed out at 

the school, and during special events. Below are some materials offered. 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

                                                                             

   

 

 

 

  Safe Bicycling in Illinois Books 

  Bicycle Safety Pamphlets 

  Safety Tip Pamphlets 

“Police Officers Are Our Friends” 

Coloring Books 

Hand Signals Handouts 
  Bicycle & Pedestrian Safety Coloring                  

Sheet and Crayons 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

BICYCLE SAFETY EDUCATIONAL PAMPHLETS AND STICKERS 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

III. INCENTIVES AND RECOGNITION THE DOINGS  NEWS ON SAFETY VILLAGE OF WESTERN SPRINGS 

 News article on the Western Springs Police Department holding our yearly Safety Village. 

(Below) 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

III. INCENTIVES AND RECOGNITION SAFETY VILLAGE OF WESTERN SPRINGS 

 Founded in 2010, Safety Village is a two week safety education program designed for Western 

Springs’ children entering kindergarten and first grade. It is held yearly in the summer through the 

Western Springs Recreation Department.   

 

 With the help of many safety professionals in Western Springs, Safety Village educates children on 

55 facets of safety through books, games, videos, and simulations. Each child learns valuable life saving 

lessons, which through their excitement and our accompanying take home materials, provide for 

excellent at home safety discussions. This years event took place the week of June 17, 2018 and Crime 

Prevention Officer Magnuson and CSO Strafaci participated in the event. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

III. INCENTIVES AND RECOGNITION SAFETY VILLAGE OF WESTERN SPRINGS 

 Founded in 2010, Safety Village is a two week safety education program designed for Western 

Springs’ children entering kindergarten and first grade. It is held yearly in the summer through the 

Western Springs Recreation Department.   

 

 With the help of many safety professionals in Western Springs, Safety Village educates children on 

55 facets of safety through books, games, videos, and simulations. Each child learns valuable life saving 

lessons which through their excitement and our accompanying take home materials provide for excellent 

at home safety discussions. This years event took place the week of June 17, 2018 and Crime Prevention 

Officer Magnuson and CSO Strafaci participated in the event. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

III. INCENTIVES AND RECOGNITION SAFETY VILLAGE OF WESTERN SPRINGS 

 Founded in 2010, Safety Village is a two week safety education program designed for Western 

Springs’ children entering kindergarten and first grade. It is held yearly in the summer through the 

Western Springs Recreation Department.   

 

 During the weeklong period the Western Springs Police Department helps out on several of the 

days with different types of events including discussions, bike safety, and 911 calling. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

III. INCENTIVES AND RECOGNITION SAFETY VILLAGE OF WESTERN SPRINGS 

 Founded in 2010, Safety Village is a two week safety education program designed for Western 

Springs’ children entering kindergarten and first grade. It is held yearly in the summer through the 

Western Springs Recreation Department.   

 

 During the weeklong period the Western Springs Police Department helps out on several of the 

days with different types of events including discussions, bike safety, and 911 calling. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

VILLAGE WEBSITE FOR NATIONAL NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME 

 The Western Springs Police Department in coordination with the LaGrange Police Department 

hosted the 2018 National Night Out Against Crime Event. Several other surrounding departments joined 

in the fun teaching children about safety. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

VILLAGE WEBSITE FOR NATIONAL NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME 

 The Western Springs Police Department in coordination with the LaGrange Police Department 

hosted the 2018 National Night Out Against Crime Event. Several other surrounding departments joined 

in the fun teaching children about safety. 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

III. INCENTIVES AND RECOGNITION WESTERN SPRINGS POLICE  “CROSSWALK SAFETY” VIDEO 

Since 2014, the Western Springs Police Department has broadcasted a Crosswalk Safety Educational 

Video for Pedestrians and Bicycle Safety on our lobby TV and channel 6 throughout the day.  

Below are some slides 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

III. INCENTIVES AND RECOGNITION WESTERN SPRINGS POLICE  “CROSSWALK SAFETY” VIDEO 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

III. INCENTIVES AND RECOGNITION WESTERN SPRINGS POLICE  “CROSSWALK SAFETY” VIDEO 
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IV. PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 

III. INCENTIVES AND RECOGNITION WESTERN SPRINGS POLICE  “CROSSWALK SAFETY” VIDEO 
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

TRAFFIC SAFETY ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

 In 2018, the Western Springs Police Department aggressively enforced occupant protection, 

speeding, and impaired driving violations. The following statistics reflect our efforts. 

 

SAFETY BELT & CHILD SAFETY SEATS CITATIONS 

 In 2018, the men and women of the Western Springs Police Department issued 65 safety belt 

citations. Of the 65 citations issued, 33 were warning tickets, 29 were local ordinance citations, and 3 

were state issued citations. Unfortunately, we did not write any child safety seat citations. We have 

already made this one of our 2019 major priorities. 
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

SPEED RELATED CITATIONS 

 In 2018, the men and women of the Western Springs Police Department issued 1214 speed related 

citations. Of the citations issued, 1001 were warning tickets and 213 were state issued citations. We 

participated in two speed details resulting in sixteen tickets being issued.  

2018 SPEED RELATED CITATIONS 
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

SPEEDING ENFORCEMENT 

 The Western Springs Police Department conducted two aggressive speed enforcement 

campaigns. These initiatives were conducted on July 25, 2018 during the day time and again overnight on 

November 21, 2018. Officers working the detail wrote 16 citations, all for speeding offenses.  
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

RAILROAD ENFORCEMENT RELATED CITATIONS 

 In 2018, the men and women of the Western Springs Police Department issued 86 Railroad related 

citations. Of the 86 citations issued, 75 were warning tickets and 11 were state tickets.  

2018 RAILROAD DRIVING RELATED CITATIONS 
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

RAILROAD ENFORCEMENT INITIATIVE 

 The Western Springs Police Department participated in a two day railroad safety campaign. 
These initiatives were conducted on September 26, 2018 and on September 27, 2018. The enforcement 
zone was conducted on the main railroad crossing due to a high volume of traffic and enhanced visibility.  

 The enforcement zone was set up on September 26, 2018 , from 7:00a.m. to 9:00a.m. The total 
tickets issued was 4. There were zero arrests made during the detail. 

 The second enforcement zone was set up on September 27, 2018, from 3:00p.m. to 6:00p.m. The 
total tickets issued was 3. There were zero arrests made during the detail. 
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

DISTRACTED DRIVING RELATED CITATIONS 

 In 2018, the men and women of the Western Springs Police Department issued 493 Distracted 

Driving related citations. Of the 493 citations issued, 248 were warning tickets, 14 were state tickets, and 

231 were local ordinance citations.  

2018 DISTRACTED DRIVING RELATED CITATIONS 
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

DISTRACTED DRIVING ENFORCEMENT 

 The Western Springs Police Department conducted an aggressive traffic enforcement campaign 

during National Distracted Driving month in April. This initiative was conducted from April 23, 2018 - 

April 27, 2018. We operated two patrol details on April 25, 2018 and April 26, 2018. An officer working the 

detail wrote 10 citations all for distracted driving offenses. During the entire campaign period, the 

Department issued 87 tickets for various offenses and had 1 traffic related arrests. 
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

IMPAIRED DRIVING ARRESTS AND CITATIONS (INCLUDING “ZERO TOLERANCE”) 

 In 2018, the men and women of the Western Springs Police Department issued a total of 18 

impaired driving related citations and made 10 arrests for impaired driving. All citations issued were state 

citations.  

FOUR YEAR COMPARISON OF CITATIONS ISSUED FROM 2015 to 2018 
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

IMPARIED DRIVING ENFORCEMENT INITIATIVE 

 The Western Springs Police Department participated in a two day Impaired Driving Details. 
These initiatives were conducted overnight on March 16 to 17, 2018 and on September 1 to 2, 2018. The 
enforcement zone was conducted on the main railroad crossing due to a high volume of traffic and 
enhanced visibility.  

 The enforcement zone was set up on March 16, 2018, from 11:00p.m. to 3:00a.m. The total tickets 
issued on was 5. There were zero arrests made during the detail. 

 The second enforcement zone was set up on September 1, 2018, from 11:00p.m. to 3:00a.m. The 
total tickets issued on was 5. There were zero arrests made during the detail. 
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY CAMPAIGN 

 The Western Springs Police Department participated in the St. Patrick’s Day “Drive Sober or Get 

Pulled Over” enforcement campaign. This initiative was part of the IDOT St. Patrick’s Day Mobilization 

from March 14, 2018 - March 18, 2018. We operated one DUI saturation patrol detail. Officers issued 5 

citations during the DUI detail overnight from March 15 to March 16. Officers working during the entire 

campaign period wrote citations and took enforcement action on 20 different types of offenses. A total of 

67 tickets were issued during the campaign and the three traffic accidents were single vehicle non injury 

accidents. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY 4TH INITIATIVE 

 The Western Springs Police Department participated in the July 4th “Drive Sober or Get Pulled 

Over” and “Click it or Ticket” enforcement campaigns. This initiative was part of the IDOT July 4th 

Mobilization from June 25, 2018 - July 8th, 2018. A total of 166 tickets were issued, including 111 warnings, 

14 village ordinance tickets, 25 state tickets, and 16 compliance tickets. Also, we had one DUI arrest and 

2 arrests for driving while suspended and 1 non traffic related arrest. There were nine traffic accidents but 

none were injury related and two were single vehicle accidents. 
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

MEMORIAL DAY INITIATIVE 

 The Western Springs Police Department participated in  the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) “Click It Or Ticket” Campaign from May 18 - May 29, 2018. The enforcement 
zones were conducted on roadways with a high volume of traffic and enhanced visibility.  

 During the entire Memorial Day mobilization period, the Western Springs Police issued these 
citations and/or arrests: 

12 Distracted Driving citations 

11 minor in possession/consumption of alcohol citations 

6 speeding citations  

6 uninsured vehicle citations 

1 suspended/revoked licenses arrests 

7 non-traffic related arrests 
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

LABOR DAY MOBILIZATION 

 The Western Springs Police Department participated in the Labor Day “Drive Sober or Get Pulled 

Over” and “Click it or Ticket” enforcement campaign. Officers conducted one DUI enforcement 

campaigns. The detail was on September 1 from 11:00p.m. to September 2 at 3:00a.m. A total of 5 tickets 

were issued with no arrests. The total ticket issued for the entire campaign period were 163, excluding 

warnings and 8 arrests for various offenses. 

 

Highlights of the campaign 

include: 

270 Total Tickets Issued 

20 Electronic Violations 

12 Drug Violations 

45 speeding citations 

3 uninsured vehicle citations 

4 suspended/revoked arrests 

6 seat belt citation 

8 Total Arrests  
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

THANKSGIVING INITIATIVE  

 During the Thanksgiving holiday, the Western Springs Police Department participated in the 
“Click it or Ticket” “Drive Sober” campaigns from November 19 - November 26, 2018. We did not 
conducted a specific detail, instead focusing on the entire campaign period. 

 

Highlights of the campaign include: 

97 Total tickets issued  

2 electronic communication citations 

21 speeding citations 

2 uninsured vehicle citations 

1 DUI arrest 
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V. ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY 

SEIZURE OF VEHICLES - ARTICLE 36 

  

 Many times, DUI offenders have driver’s license that have been suspended or revoked as a result 

of previous DUI convictions. Even though it is against the law, they continue to drive without a valid 

driver’s license, and more troublesome, they continue to drive while intoxicated. This poses a serious 

threat to the community. In Illinois, Article 36 allows Police Departments to seize the vehicles of these 

offenders, auction the vehicles, and use the proceeds to enhance impaired driving efforts. In 2018, the 

Western Springs Police Department seized 1 vehicle under Article 36, which stemmed 

from driver being arrested for Armed Robbery. 
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EFFECTIVENESS IN SAFETY BELT USE 

 The Western Springs Police Department conducted two seat belt surveys throughout the year. 

The seat belt survey is a statistical (random) survey conducted at one location. The surveys were 

conducted around noon when the light was adequate for observation. The survey observations were 

restricted to front seat drivers and only the non-use of shoulder harnesses was observed. The survey site 

was westbound on 55th Street from Wolf Rd, which is also one of our top accident locations. 

 The first survey was conducted on August 18, 2018. There were 100 front seat drivers observed 

during this survey. Of those, 96% were observed wearing their seatbelts.  

 The second survey was conducted on November 30, 2018. There were 100 front seat drivers 

observed at the location. Of those, 98% were observed wearing their seatbelts. 

 In 2017, we did not conduct any traffic surveys due to us not submitting a Traffic Safety 

Challenge. We were only able to conduct two in 2018 due to the decision halfway through the year to 

compete in the 2018 Traffic Safety Challenge.  

 Even though we had a higher voluntary compliance rate in our second survey, we also issued a 

higher amount of citations than in previous years. The higher results in the second survey could be due 

to our continued increase in public information and education, stepped up officer enforcement efforts, 

and our continuously conducting “Click it or Ticket” details. 
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EFFECTIVENESS - CRASH STATISTICS  

 

 

TOTAL CRASHES 

In 2018 the Western Springs Police 

Department experienced a slight decrease in 

total crashes. The graph to the right illustrates 

a four year comparison of total crashes. 

 

 

 

 

 

SPEED AND ALCOHOL CRASHES 

The Western Springs Police Department 

experienced an increase of 2.3% (2) in speed 

related crashes and 66% (2) decrease in 

alcohol related crashes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 TOTAL INJURY CRASHES 

Compared to the previous year, in 2018 the 

Western Springs Police Department 

experienced a slight decrease in the last four 

years with a larger decrease in 2016 in total 

injury crashes. This includes the following 

injury classifications: fatal, incapacitating, non

-incapacitating, or reported-not evident.   
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SPEED RELATED CRASH STATISTICS AND ENFORCEMENT 

 The Western Springs Police Department continues to work hard to reduce the number of speed 

and alcohol related traffic crashes within the Village, we experienced a overall increase of 2.3% (2) in 

speed related crashes and 66% (2) decrease in alcohol related crashes. While this increase is slight, our 

enforcement efforts continue to do well and results are improving. The graph below illustrates a three 

year comparison for alcohol and speed related crashes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The graph below illustrates a four year comparison of speed related citations issued. 
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EFFECTIVENESS - CRASH STATISTICS  

PRIVATE PROPERTY RELATED CRASHES 

 The Western Springs Police Department responds to all motor vehicle accidents, regardless if they 

occur on private property. The graph below shows a 3 year comparison of total accidents and total 

accidents excluding private property. As you can see by the graphs, the total number of accidents 

dropped approximately 15.6% if private property crashes were excluded from our total. 
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EFFECTIVENESS - ALCOHOL CRASH STATISTICS AND ENFORCEMENT 

ALCOHOL RELATED CRASH STATISTICS AND ENFORCEMENT 

 Compared to the previous year, in 2018 the Western Springs Police Department had a slight 

decrease in citations for impaired driving offenses by 10% (2), and the number of arrests for impaired 

driving decreased by 28.7% (4). We were not pleased with the number of citations and arrests for 

impaired driving offenses decreasing. The department plans on increasing our productivity and have 

made an increase one of our yearly goals. We feel that our efforts have led to positive results in other key 

areas such as lower alcohol related crashes, which have reduced over the last three years. The graphs 

below illustrate a four year comparison of impaired driving related citations issued and impaired driving 

arrests. 
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TRAFFIC CRASH ANALYSIS 

 Traffic Crash Analysis is done throughout the year on a consistent basis and reviewed during roll 

call. The traffic crash data is broken down to the number of crashes, injuries, top crash locations, and 

citations issued at top crash locations. In 2018, our top 5 crash locations included: 47th St. and Gilbert 

Ave., 55th St. and Wolf Rd., Ogden Ave. and Wolf Rd., Ogden Ave. and Hampton Ave., and 47th St. and 

Wolf Rd. Causal factors include failure to reduce speed to avoid an accident, driving too fast for 

conditions, failure to yield turning left, and disobeying a red light. We had changes in our top locations 

from the previous year, as the 55th St. and Wolf Rd. and the Ogden Ave. and Hampton Ave. locations 

have been added to our top locations, while Burlington Ave. and Wolf Rd., Ogden Ave. and Woodland 

Ave., and Wolf Rd. and Hillgrove Ave. have been removed. We increased enforcement in all of the 

previous accident locations. Officers are directed by their Sergeants to conduct proactive enforcement for 

these violations at these intersections. As a result of this directed enforcement, officers issued the 

following ticket totals at each location: 

Comparative Citations at Top Accident Locations 

 

 

SPECIAL ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS 

 In 2018, the Western Springs Police Department conducted overnight DUI enforcement details, 

railroad enforcement details, speed details, one of which was overnight, and a distracted driving detail. 

These details included the Labor Day Campaign, Saint Patrick's Day Campaign, Thanksgiving Day 

Campaign, a Speed Enforcement Campaign, and a Distracted Driving Campaign. We participated in 

Rail Safety Week and had our annual  Buckle up your Valentine and Saturday Seat Safety Check. 

2017 

Ogden Ave. / Wolf Rd. = 165 tickets 

47th St. / Wolf Rd. = 88 tickets 

47th St. /Gilbert Ave. = 42 tickets 

Ogden Ave. / Woodland Ave. = 127 tickets 

Wolf Rd. / Hillgrove Ave. = 108 tickets  

Burlington Ave. / Wolf Rd. = 93 tickets 

2018 

Ogden Ave. / Wolf Rd. = 185 tickets (Increase) 

47th St. / Wolf Rd. = 92 tickets (Increase) 

47th St. / Gilbert Ave. = 68 tickets (Increase) 

55th St. / Wolf Rd. = 181 tickets *NEW* 

Ogden Ave. / Hampton Ave. = 99 tickets *NEW* 

NO LONGER IN THE TOP 5 

 Burlington Ave. / Wolf Rd. 

Ogden Ave. / Woodland Ave. 

Wolf Rd. / Hillgrove Ave. 
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 OVERALL EFFECTIVENESS    

 In 2018, the Western Springs Police Department stepped up to the challenge of increasing our 

efforts in the areas of public information and education, officer training, and enforcement. We were faced 

with the traffic safety problems that include: residential growth and development; roadway construction 

projects, close proximity to expressways, train stations, and busy roadways which typically leads to an 

increase of traffic complaints, traffic infractions, and traffic crashes. The men and women of the Western 

Springs Police Department worked diligently to achieve the following results: 

 

 We increased our enforcement in our top accident zones; resulting in three of last year’s locations 

being removed from the list. 

 Three of the previous top traffic accident locations had increased traffic enforcement. 

 We had zero fatalities related to traffic accidents. 

 We had a decrease in alcohol related crashes from the previous year. 

 We utilized our speed sentry signs in an effort to alert passing motorists of their vehicles speed as 

compared to the posted speed limit. 

 We made a continuous increase of our electronic communication tickets over the last three years from 

151 to 354 to 493. 

 We increased our seat belt enforcement from 20 to 65 

 We made a continuous increase of our railroad enforcement tickets over the last three years from 22 to 

77 to 86. 

  

 These results are never achieved exclusively through traffic enforcement. As you have read, the 

Western Springs Police Department shows an importance towards public information and education. We 

are privileged to have strong partnerships with community members, businesses, programs, newspapers, 

and our schools. They are encouraging of our programs and helpful in getting the word out to the 

community that we should practice safe behaviors while driving, biking, or walking on the roadway. In 

2018, our patrol officers initiated 2,938 traffic stops, issuing 2,970 traffic related citations. Although some 

of the statistics were less than preferred, we are excited with our overall accomplishments. We feel that 

our efforts have positive effects in several key areas. As we grow as a community and as a department, we 

will continue to address a variety of traffic safety issues. We are committed to providing the highest 

degree of service to our community. In 2019, we will continue to work toward the never ending challenge 

of traffic safety in an effort to prevent injuries and save lives. 
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